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You know that you are getting older when you start pontificating about how much saner 
the world was when you were growing up. Today, there are fewer opportunities for 
entrepreneurs than in the past, and I think that is a bad thing for the future of America. 
Years ago, the first taste of running a business came from having your own paper route. 
It was a fantastic experience since we learned something that our legislators have not 
the importance of paying your bills. 

The "hammer" for us was the distributor. He was the supplier, as well as the collector. 
He delivered inventory to us daily, and invoiced us weekly for the product. Knowing that 
an invoice had to be paid weekly, it was incumbent upon us to not let any of our 
customers get in arrears since their uncollectible came directly out of our pockets. 

There were a lot of distractions in high school back then, just as now. Regardless of 
what we may have been interested in doing, we knew that our customers had to come 
first. This is a key skill that I think kids do not have the opportunity to appreciate today. 

It would appear that the world has changed for newspaper deliverers. Instead of a high 
school kid learning about how a business works, an adult now has a full-time job 
delivering papers using a car. In an era when children have to be bused to school for 
their safety, letting a high school boy or girl have a paper route would probably be 
viewed by most parents as risky business. 

I know that what I am about to say may be controversial, but today life seems to revolve 
around kids, rather than the other way around. One of the great things that a paper 
route taught me was that there were things that, believe it or not, were more important 
than I was. 



Aside from the wonderful skills developed for dealing with the public, business partners 
and a general sense of responsibility, having a paper route imbued a sense of self worth 
that I think is missing in a lot of kids today. How many kids today are doing something 
they know is important to other people? 

Another entrepreneurial pursuit in my youth was that of the gardener. This involved the 
dreaded "spring cleanup," autumnal blister-fests from raking leaves until my arms 
wanted to fall off, mowing and operating the wretched sidewalk edger. In addition to 
shoveling snow after big storms, there was the planting of flowers and vegetable 
gardens and maintenance of the equipment; in other words, a lot of responsibility yet a 
sense of accomplishment when everything looked great. 

In my neighborhood the lawns, for the most part, are now cut by professionals -- or 
parents! This was inconceivable when I was a kid. Today we are all frightened by the 
liability of having a neighborhood kid mow our lawn. Most parents won't even ask their 
kids to mow -- the kids are too involved in after-school activities that are way more 
important than doing menial work. 

Most kids do not have an appreciation for just how hard their parents work, since kids 
rarely have to do chores. An important part of citizenship is shared responsibility; 
knowing that everyone is important and is expected to contribute something to the 
common good. In an attempt to do more for our kids, I fear that we are depriving them 
of the joy of being needed, and knowing that their efforts are making a difference in 
someone else's life.  
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