
  

 

What is Wealth Planning? 
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What better way to start the Your Financial Roadmap newsletter than to answer that very 
question? 
 
Benjamin Franklin once said a version of “If you fail to plan, you’re planning to fail.” While this 
quote certainly has merit, I find wealth planning to align more with Dwight Eisenhower’s 
perspective: “plans are worthless, but planning is everything.” 
 
At 5T, we believe the primary purpose of financial planning and wealth management is to align 
your personal and financial resources with your unique goals and objectives, using 
your wealth as a tool to support the life you want to live. We design integrated strategies that 
preserve, grow, and transfer wealth with purpose and peace of mind. It’s not about predicting 
the future with perfect accuracy, it’s about preparing thoughtfully for the possibilities ahead.   
 
That’s often easier said than done, especially if your goals feel unclear or distant. Most people 
tend to be more worried about what they will be having for dinner tonight than what life will look 
like 15+ years from now. Ironically, you will probably forget about the meal you had 3 nights 
ago, but the decision to be intentional about your wealth can benefit you and your family for 
decades. 
 
On more than one occasion, I’ve heard Paul say you can talk to ten different Advisors and get 
ten different financial plans. I agree, but that doesn’t mean one of those plans is the “right” plan 
and the other nine are doomed to fail. More than likely, assuming you are talking to a competent 
team, you will get ten mathematically sound plans. The art of wealth planning is finding the one 
plan that truly fits you. 
 
So, what separates that one plan from the rest? It’s not just math, it’s the dialogue. The right 
plan emerges through thoughtful conversations, insightful questions, and a foundation of trust 
built over time. It’s shaped by understanding what truly matters most to you and your family, 
and how your beliefs and values direct your financial decisions. Numbers certainly guide us, but 
it’s the conversations that give those numbers meaning. 



 
That’s true for the first plan, but it also holds true over time. After all, life rarely follows a straight 
path. Because life is unpredictable, even the best plans need to be flexible. Unforeseen changes 
come up all the time, both positive and negative. For example, we might have created a plan 
when someone was single, and now they’re getting married – adding another person, income, 
and potential family planning. On the other end of the spectrum, divorce could reduce household 
income and divide assets, almost always requiring an updated plan for both parties. Not to 
mention the ever-changing laws and regulations around taxes, estate, and retirement. 
  
The reality of planning is that it is not a “set it and forget it” process. It’s a living document that 
should adapt as your life evolves, through career changes, new opportunities, family milestones, 
and the unexpected moments in between. 
 
That said, every journey begins with a single step. We believe it’s important to start with a strong 
foundation and allow the plan to evolve with you. That is why we value and emphasize long-
term relationships and an ongoing planning process, not a one-time transaction.  
 
If you’re ready to start a wealth plan for you or your family, please don’t hesitate to let us know. 
We’re here for you whenever you are ready to take that first step. 
 
All the best, 

 

   

Colton Maher 
Financial Planner and Advisor 
5T Wealth, LLC 
Main (707) 224-1340 
Cell (707) 815-0843 
Colton@5twealth.com 

 

  

 

Disclosure and Disclaimer - Updated last on October 14, 2025: 
  
Your Financial Roadmap is a proprietary newsletter written for clients, friends, and affiliates of 5T WEALTH, LLC (5T), which is an SEC 
registered investment advisor. Information presented is for educational purposes only. The information does not intend to make an offer or 
solicitation for the sale or purchase of any specific securities, investments, or investment strategies. Investments involve risk and are not 
guaranteed. 5T has reasonable belief that this letter does not include any false or material misleading statements or omissions of facts 
regarding services or investments. 5T has reasonable belief that the content as a whole will not cause an untrue or misleading implication 
regarding the adviser’s services, investments, or client experiences. 
  
The opinions expressed are those of the author and are subject to change without notice. The opinions referenced are as of the date of 
publication and are subject to change due to changes in the market or economic conditions and may not necessarily come to pass. Any 
opinions, projections, or forward-looking statements expressed herein are solely those of the author. They may differ from the views or 
opinions expressed by other areas of 5T and are only for general informational purposes as of the date indicated. 
  
5T has presented information in a fair and balanced manner. 5T is not giving tax, legal, or accounting advice. 
  
Past performance should not be considered an indicator of potential future performance. If you do not consider yourself suitable, either 
emotionally or financially, to experience volatility and/or losses in financial markets, you should not invest. The portfolio managers at 5T do 
not guarantee investment results. 
  



Charts, displays and graphs may be used as illustrations. They are not intended to be used by themselves to determine which securities to 
buy or sell, or when to buy or sell them. Such charts and graphs offer limited information and can’t be used on their own to make investment 
decisions. 
  
Your Financial Roadmap does not represent the opinions of Fidelity, Fidelity Institutional Brokerage Group, NFS or anyone employed by 
Fidelity in any capacity. Neither Fidelity, Fidelity Institutional Brokerage Group, nor NFS, nor anyone employed by Fidelity in any capacity has 
participated in the creation of Your Financial Roadmap and they are not responsible for the contents or distribution of Your Financial 
Roadmap. 
  
Your Financial Roadmap does not represent the opinions of Charles Schwab Corporation, Schwab Advisor Services or anyone employed by 
Schwab in any capacity. Neither Charles Schwab Corporation nor Schwab Advisor Services, nor anyone employed by Schwab in any 
capacity has participated in the creation of Your Financial Roadmap and they are not responsible for the contents or distribution of Your 
Financial Roadmap. 
  
The investment objectives of various strategies mentioned in Your Financial Roadmap may be substantially different from one another. 
Therefore topics or investments mentioned in Your Financial Roadmap may or may not apply to specific managed accounts and/or 
strategies. If you are unsure which strategies your accounts are invested in please ask a representative of 5T to clarify that for you. 
  
The assets held in managed accounts at 5T may include stocks, bonds, cash, commodities, foreign exchange, mutual funds or exchange 
traded funds (ETF's), money market accounts or limited partnerships that represent the same. They are subject to market fluctuation and the 
potential for losses. The assets are not insured. The value and income produced by these investment products may fluctuate, so that an 
investor may get back less than they initially invested. 

 

 


