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In March, we celebrate Women’s History Month by recognizing the
resilience, leadership, and contributions of women across
generations. As we honor the women who shaped the past, we are
grateful for the privilege of working with so many remarkable women
today.

In this issue, we look at recent CFP Board research showing a growing
trend of women becoming the primary financial decision-maker in
their households. We also highlight several historic female trailblazers
whose leadership helped expand opportunities for women in finance.

We hope you find these articles interesting, meaningful, and perhaps
worth sharing with a friend. As always, please reach out with your
questions any time. We welcome the opportunity to connect!
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"Women belong in all places where decisions are being made." 

--   Ruth Bader Ginsburg

&nbsp

Women at the Helm of Household
Finances

&nbsp;

Many women in their 50s and 60s are becoming increasingly
responsible for leading the financial direction of their households.

According to 2025 research from the CFP Board Center for Financial
Planning, more than two-thirds of women now serve as the primary
investment decision-maker in their household.
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A Hypothetical Example
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Susan had built a successful career over three decades in a senior
leadership role at a large technology company. Along the way, her
compensation had become increasingly sophisticated including
restricted stock units, a deferred compensation plan, and retirement
benefits earned over years of service.

At home, she and her husband had always shared financial
responsibilities. Susan managed the day-to-day finances and long-term
savings with the same discipline she brought to her career, while her
husband followed the markets and handled most of the investment
decisions.

But a health issue affecting his memory and focus gradually made it
harder for him to stay involved in the financial details like he once did.

One evening, he handed Susan a folder of account statements and said
it was time for her to take the lead.

As she reviewed their finances, Susan realized that while she had long
managed many individual financial responsibilities, she had never
needed to bring the full picture together herself.

Now that responsibility was hers.
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Women as Financial Decision-Makers
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Susan’s situation is far from unusual.

Research from the CFP Board Center for Financial Planning shows
that women increasingly lead or share equally in financial decision-
making within their households.

For many households, this shift accompanies evolving life transitions,
such as:

A change in marital status

Receiving an inheritance

A significant career change

Starting or selling a business

Shifts in caregiving responsibilities

A liquidity event, such as exercising stock options

However it happens, many women find themselves stepping more
fully into the role of financial decision-maker during their 50s and 60s.
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Curiosity Builds Confidence
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The research also highlights an important correlation.

Many women report feeling confident managing everyday financial
responsibilities such as paying bills, organizing accounts, and
maintaining savings.

Yet when it comes to investing, retirement income planning, estate
planning, and long-term care considerations, many are curious to
learn how these complexities fit together in their unique situation.

This curiosity often becomes the starting point for deeper
understanding. As women engage with these topics and ask
thoughtful questions, knowledge grows and confidence often follows.
Questions such as:

How much of our net worth is tied up in my company’s stock,
and should we start diversifying it?
What happens to our retirement plan if I retire earlier than my
spouse?
Do we actually need long-term care insurance, or can we self-
fund?
Should we pay off the mortgage before retiring, or keep the
liquidity invested?

Since every household is different and there are many variables to
consider, these questions rarely have a single correct answer. They
involve weighing trade-offs and aligning financial resources with
personal priorities.
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The Value of Planning Conversations
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The CFP research suggests women place a high value on financial
professionals who communicate clearly, listen carefully, and tailor
guidance to individual circumstances. In fact, 56% of women surveyed
said a financial planner who provides a broad, comprehensive
perspective and expertise is the resource they trust most to help
them meet their financial goals. 

That preference reflects the nature of the decisions involved.
Financial planning at this stage of life often involves more than
selecting investments. It involves understanding how different pieces
of a financial life work together, including career compensation,
savings, retirement income sources, healthcare considerations, tax
implications, and caregiving priorities.

For many households, these conversations unfold gradually over time
rather than all at once.
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A Meaningful Transition

&nbsp;

For women like Susan, stepping into the role of financial decision-
maker can feel both consequential and empowering.

It represents responsibility and the opportunity to shape the next
phase of life with intention: how retirement might look, how family
may be supported, and how financial resources may ultimately be
used.

Over the past several decades, women have taken on an increasingly
central role in guiding the financial direction of their families. Today’s
financial landscape often involves greater complexity than previous
generations faced, making thoughtful conversations with trusted
legal, tax, and financial professionals especially valuable. 
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Source: CFP Board Center for Financial Planning, Building Wealth: Insights on Women’s Aspirations & Growing

Financial Power (2025).
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We Salute Our Financial
Foremothers
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In recognition of Women’s History Month, we reflect on five trailblazing
women whose leadership offers enduring lessons about thoughtful
financial stewardship.

These leaders advanced women’s financial agency by breaking barriers,
building enterprises, and managing capital in ways that broadened
opportunity for those who followed.
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Maggie Lena Walker (1864-1934), founder of St. Luke Penny Savings
Bank, demonstrated the discipline of governance as the first African-
American woman to charter a bank. She built formal structures
around community capital and recognized that durable institutions
require accountability and clear stewardship.

&nbsp;

Hetty Green (1834-1916) was widely regarded as one of the most
disciplined investors of her era and was often referred to as the
“Queen of Wall Street.” A pioneer of value investing and a lender to
banks during periods of strain, she maintained liquidity reserves and
deployed capital conservatively when others were constrained.
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Madam C. J. Walker (1867-1919) was the first female self-made
millionaire in the U.S. She built a beauty product empire for black
women, reinvesting profits to vertically integrate manufacturing,
distribution, and training networks. She compounded the value of her
business through deliberate allocation rather than expansion alone.
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After becoming the first woman to own a seat on the New York Stock
Exchange, Muriel Siebert (1928-2013) built her brokerage firm
through methodical risk assessment and regulatory rigor. Her record
illustrates how a structured approach with repeatable processes and
consistent standards can support durable engagement with capital
markets.

&nbsp;

Margaret Olivia Sage (1828-1918) made over $45 million in charitable
donations establishing herself as the greatest female philanthropist
of her time. A former teacher, she directed substantial endowment
capital toward education and institutional philanthropy, formalizing
her legacy through structured, long-horizon capital deployment.

&nbsp;
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These inspiring women approached capital with patience, structure,
and long-term perspective. Their examples serve as reminders that
financial stewardship is an ongoing process rather than a single
decision. We hope they inspire you as much as they continue to
inspire us!
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Upcoming Important Dates

Friday, April 3rd

Our office will be closed in observation of Good Friday.

&nbsp;

Wednesday, April 15th

Tax Day

&nbsp;
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Iran Conflict: What We Know Now

Watch
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Iran War Upends Risk Markets and Safe
Havens

Listen
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Markets Tested as Iran Conflict Continues

Read
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Who to Contact

&nbsp;

Marion Steward, CFP® for comprehensive financial planning, support
with financial strategies and investment advice. 

Heather Williams, CFP® for comprehensive financial planning,
support with financial strategies and investment advice.

Sid Smith, CFP® for comprehensive financial planning, support with
financial strategies and investment advice.

Harmony Dunnick, Senior Client Service Associate for opening new
accounts and facilitating account transfers, coordinating contributions
and withdrawals, and scheduling financial reviews.

Ashlee Mauer, Branch Office Assistant for opening new accounts and
facilitating account transfers, coordinating contributions and
withdrawals, scheduling, and answers on general info and special
events.

Christina Boykin, Operations & Office Manager for answers on
operations, general info, and special events.

—✦—

Not sure who to contact?

Email us at financial.steward@lpl.com for our general inbox and we
will direct you.

—✦—

How are we doing? 

Leave us a Google review.
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