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A Certified Financial Planner™ is an official acknowledgment of education in the areas of

financial planning, estate planning, education planning, insurance, retirement planning, and tax

planning. 

As of 2019, there are approximately 350,000 financial advisors across the U.S., only 90,773*

advisors have completed the Certified Financial Planner Certification requirements. 

A CFP® certification is considered the standard of excellence in financial planning. 

A CFP® advisor must comply to the CFP® Board’s code of ethics and standards of conduct. This

requires CFP® professionals to uphold the high standards of principles set in place by the board. 

Education: Hold a bachelor's degree from an accredited university and must complete CFP®

coursework on financial planning through a CFP® board-registered program. Courses include

and cover over 8 different subject categories and coursework generally takes 12 to 24 months to

complete.

Exam: Must pass a 6 hour, 170 multiple choice question comprehensive examination.

Experience: Over 6,000 hours of professional experience related to the financial planning process.

Ethics: Agree to the CFP® board's high ethical and professional standards for the practice of

financial planning.

Most importantly, a CFP® professional takes an oath to act as a fiduciary when providing

financial advice to a client, always putting the client's best interests first. 

 A CFP® acts as a coach or guide that will be with you on your road to financial confidence. 

A CFP® specializes in the planning aspect of financial advising and can utilize tools and software

to tailor to your specific financial plans and goals

Background

Process of becoming a CFP® professional

 To become a CFP®, an advisor must complete the four E’s:

1.

2.

3.

4.

       

The benefits of working with a CFP® 

*Data found on www.cfp.net 

Securities offered through LPL Financial, Member FINRA/SIPC. Investment Advice offered through

Private Advisor Group, a registered investment advisor. Private Advisor Group and Broadway

Graham Wealth Partners are separate entities from LPL Financial. 

 

http://www.cfp.net/

