2021 · WILL I AVOID THE SOCIAL SECURITY
WINDFALL ELIMINATION PROVISION?
Start Here
Will you receive a pension
from an employer that did
not withhold for Social
Security (such as a
government agency)?

Yes

No

Do you qualify for Social
Security benefits from work
you did in other jobs?

Yes

No

Are you a federal worker in
the FERS retirement system
or an employee of a
nonprofit organization, and
were you first hired after
12/31/1983?

No

You are not subject to the
Windfall Elimination
Provision.

No

Yes

Yes

Will you have 30 or more
years of "substantial
earnings" under Social
Security (an inflation-adjusted
figure, $26,550 in 2021)?

No

Social Security benefits will
be reduced by the lesser of
half your non-covered
pension or an SSA-calculated
amount depending on your
Eligibility Year.

Social Security benefits will
be reduced by the lesser of
half your non-covered
pension or an SSA-calculated
amount depending on the
number of years of
"substantial earnings" and
your Eligibility Year.

Reference the Social Security
WEP Chart for details and
identify your Eligibility Year
(generally age 62 or the year
you became permanently
disabled, if earlier) to
determine the WEP
reduction.

Yes

Is your only pension from
railroad employment?

No

Will you have 21-29 years of
"substantial earnings" under
Social Security?

Yes

Sorry, you will be subject to
the Windfall Elimination
Provision (WEP), and your
Social Security benefits will
be recalculated when you
begin receiving your
pension.

The WEP reduction must be
calculated prior to any
adjustments due to
early/delayed retirement or
COLA.
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