
  

Romance & Finance Readiness Checklist 
 
Are you ready to take the plunge and say “I do?” If you haven’t talked finances yet, now is 
the time. This check list is designed to help you and your soon-to-be-spouse facilitate 
important money conversations before you say your vows. 

Communicate 
o Play a game of What Would You Pay? 

Get to know your intended just a bit better by sharing what you each would expect 
to pay for the items listed below. Compare notes and discuss differences. 
 
Daily Coffee 
Dinner for Two 
Haircut 
Internet Service 
New Car 
New Clothing Item 
New Television 

 
o Rank your priorities. 

Rank order the items below from most to least important, then compare notes and 
discuss differences. 
 
Charitable Giving 
Clothing 
Education Savings 
Emergency Fund 
Entertainment 
Housing 
Retirement Savings 
Transportation 
Vacation 

Align 
Taking what you learned in the exercise above 

o Budget as a couple. 
Sit down together and outline a budget for your new household. 

o Goal Set as a couple. 
Sit down together and set financial goals for the next five, ten, twenty, and thirty 
years. 
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Disclose 
If you’re going to be emotionally intimate, you must also be financially intimate. 

o List Assets you currently own. 
Assets include things like real estate, bank accounts, retirement accounts, and 
tangible assets like art and jewelry. 

o List Liabilities you currently owe. 
Liabilities include things like mortgages, student loans, car loans, credit card debt, 
and personal loans 

o Share Your Credit Scores with each other. 
If one of you has poor credit, now is the time to find out so you can work on 
building good credit. Good credit will help you meet your financial goals more 
easily. 

Protect 
o Consider a Pre-Nup 

If one or both of you have significant assets (or liabilities) that pre-date your 
marriage, you may wish to protect each other with a pre-nuptial agreement. 

o Consider a Post-Nup 
If one or both of you anticipate accruing significant assets in the form of a 
business or other asset that involves “sweat equity” you may wish to protect each 
other with a post-nuptial agreement. 

 
If you do nothing else, have an open, honest, and ongoing conversation about money. If 
you can communicate clearly, you’ll give yourselves the best possible chance to a 
financially harmonious marriage. 
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