
David Trent believes that wisdom comes fr om continually seeking to learn and grow through relation-

ships and reading, which leads to personal development.  In an eff ort to inspire learning in others, Da-

vid Trent sends out weekly Wisdom Sessions.  He recommends purchasing and reading any book source 

used in these Wisdom Sessions.
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WISDOM SESSION

Taking Action: Vincent Van Gogh
I tell you, if one wants to be active, one mustn’t be afr aid to do something wrong sometimes, not 

afr aid to lapse into some mistakes. To be good — many people think that they’ll achieve it by doing 

no harm — and that’s a lie, and you said yourself in the past that it was a lie. That leads to stagna-

tion, to mediocrity...

You don’t know how paralyzing it is, that stare fr om a blank canvas that says to the painter, “You 

can’t do anything.” The canvas has an idiotic stare, and mesmerizes some painters so that they 

turn into idiots themselves. Many painters are afr aid of the blank canvas, but the blank canvas 

is afr aid of the truly passionate painter who dares — and who has once broken the spell of “You 

can’t.”

Life itself likewise always turns towards one an infi nitely meaningless, discouraging, dispiriting 

blank side on which there is nothing, any more than on a blank canvas. But however meaning-

less and vain, however dead life appears, the man of faith, of energy, of warmth, and who knows 

something, doesn’t let himself be fobbed off  like that. He steps in and does something...

          - Ever Yours: The Essential Letters

“So I say to you: Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will fi nd; knock and the door will be opened to you.” 

- Luke 11:9
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