
    Ahhh...travel. Dare to dream... With scientists still 
looking for the vaccine to CV-19, the idea of taking a 
vacation seems only distantly possible. Try saying ‘I'm 
thinking of heading to Europe this summer’ out loud the 
next time your are in conversation with someone, and 
you're likely to get a response that includes the 
suggestion that you are cracking under the strain of the 
Coronavirus. Since mid March, the Canadian 
government's official position is to “avoid non-essential 
travel outside of Canada.” But it doesn't actually 
prevent Canadians from travelling abroad. That 
decision has been left to us to decide for ourselves. The 
attached article <here> from the Globe & Mail provides 
a list of countries that are re-opening to international 
tourism. Interestingly -and I mean this is a head-
scratching way- the United States is on this list -only not 
to Canadians. Say again?!

France, Spain and Italy are on the list, as is ground zero of Covid-19: the People's Republic of China. Then 
there’s Iceland on the one hand and the Bahamas on the other. Greece too. The common denominator 
here is that each of these countries are tourism-dependent, making travel there easier than within 
Canada when crossing provincial borders. This would appear strange, but then this is Canada where our 
Supreme Court has ruled that it is illegal to transport beer from one province to another without paying 
duties. 

Should you decide to go, be prepared for a gauntlet of screening measures including medical testing. A 
14-day quarantine will await you upon return of course, but there is an upside to this -meal services on 
planes will be forbidden. Not having to eat airline food is a powerful incentive in itself to travel, but the 
enormity of the decision (including whether you can get travel insurance) means much more thought than 
usual is needed. So, if you just must get-away, do your research and be prepared for a very different 
travel experience. But then, isn't that the point of travel in the first place?

Be safe, be well!
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https://www.theglobeandmail.com/life/travel/article-with-destinations-reopening-around-the-world-the-challenges-of-going/

