
   Premier Ford's announcement 
today was welcome news to Ontario 
denizens shuttered in since March 
due to Covid-19. Click <here> to 
read. As always though, the devil is 
in the details. Have a look at the 
map of Ontario and 95% of our 
Province will be opened and 
moving on to Stage 2 (which 
includes restaurants, salons and 
malls and camping facilities but not 
summer camps for kids sadly). What 
is really startling is that the small 
geographical area that is excluded 
from the opening contains 95% of the provinces‘ population. Almost exactly the inverse of the 
geographical footprint of the province. So Ontario is opening up, just not for almost all of the people who 
call Ontario home. Hmmm.

The question then is does this mean all that much? Well, reading between the lines, I would say yes. The 
vast swathes allowed to re-open are largely Covid-free, and it would appear that the Ford government is 
making a sensible data-driven decision in the interest of public health. So while Corona-virus numbers are 
going to be higher for some time in the populous part of our province, it seems clear that Ontario will 
begin to re-open the large urban centres as it has the rest of the province -just once the Infection rates fall 
to levels that are deemed to be safe. It’s a blueprint, and one that maps out a path to getting back to our 
lives before the pandemic hit. Yay!

Patience is understandably wearing thin, but let's all be patient for a little while longer. All of us know and 
feel that things are getting better. Better weather, better mindset, and better stock markets (which have 
recovered to within 10% of their all-time highs) are lifting the spirits of us all. Hang in their fellow 
Ontarians, we're sprinting towards the finish line now! The same goes for all of you in Canada's other 
great and beautiful provinces too. We’ve gone through the worst and turned the corner to something 
better. Much better.

Be safe, be well!
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https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/covid-10-coronavirus-ontario-june-8-stage-2-reopening-1.5602779

