
Here’s the latest sign of the great U.S. gasoline comeback: 
for the first time since the pandemic started, driving on the 
nation’s highways is higher than at the same time in 2019.  
U.S. government data showed that vehicle miles travelled on 
interstates rose to roughly 16.7 billion last week, or 1% 
above pre-pandemic levels set in 2019. The last time there 
was an increase versus 2019 was in early March of last year, 
before the World Health Organization had declared a 
pandemic. 

Breaking down the figures, the increase comes mostly from 
a boost in trucking, which rose 7% compared to the same 
week two years ago. Truck miles have been steadily higher 
in the past few months. But what’s really interesting is that 
passenger vehicle miles, while still down from 2019, have 
mostly recovered. In the depths of March and April last year, 
declines in car traffic were as high as 50%. 

The data from the 
Transportation Department underscores the demand rebound as 
an increase in vaccinations allow people to return to offices and 
travel again. Anecdotally, I have observed this here in Canada, 
where 400 series highways are much busier these days. I was 
west bound on the QEW last week in Oakville, and noticed 
bumper-to-bumper traffic headed east bound the other way. I was 
never before so happy to see a traffic jam! 

Here in Ontario we’re still in lock-down, but statistics tell a 
different story, that life will get back to where it was before 

Covid-19, for the most part anyway. More drivers on the roads is certainly a positive sign, as was the 
headline in the Globe & Mail on the weekend that Canada’s Wonderland is re-opening next month. Click 
<here> Safety protocols will be followed of course, but the thought of Ontarians screaming their way down 
the hills of roller-coasters, brings a huge smile to my face. My riding days are over (the exception being the 
antique carrousel and sometimes the ghoster coaster found in KidZville), but just being somewhere where 
people are smiling, laughing and having a good time is well worth the price of admission. Looking forward to 
it!

Be safe, be well!

Martin 
519-546-5088 

https://www.canadaswonderland.com/park-update

