
I had a little bird and its name was Enza, I opened the window and in-flew-Enza.
-children’s nursery rhyme 1919

Influenza made its debut 101 years ago -bookends for the 
very few old enough to span both that event and the current 
Coronavirus pandemic sweeping the planet. Yet it is 
important to put the present in some context. To-date, 
Covid-19 has claimed about 34k lives, compared with 
Influenza which that claimed twice as many lives than did WWI 
(an estimated 25 Million worldwide). 

Modern medicine did not exist then, and there were no 
ventilators nor government programs of any sort we would 
recognize today. A century ago, the world was a very 
Darwinian place, where survival of the fittest was the norm. 
Nothing of that order is expected to happen now. 

Social Distancing -I hate this term because it is oxymoronic, as there is nothing social about being 
quarantined from each other- is the new norm for a while. Probably several months. Take that in. 
Several months. But we can do this. We can and we must.

The effect on the economy will be significant, but the reaction of capital markets shows the fear and 
the unknown of Covid-19 is greater than the actual effect it will have. Economies will contract for sure 
-massively so at first. But a gradual return to normalcy will inevitably happen and global Markets will 
rebound and reflect a resumption of the normal course of things. Statement of fact: We can’t keep 
the planet locked down indefinitely. Help for small businesses can be found here.

Patience is a word that is spoken in haste, and understood as a passing moment, as buckling down 
for the haul is harder. But patience is the calling of all of us here and now. No magic wands will be 
waived soon, but the “all clear” will be called sooner than later. Both World Wars lasted more than 5 
long years apiece. 5 years. So 5 weeks of being home bound doesn’t seem unreasonable to defeat 
this invisible enemy. 

Be patient, be kind and take this opportunity to re-evaluate your life priorities. I find that comes from 
books (I was raised on books) and here’s one that you may find interesting. It’s spot-on topic-wise. 
Let me know what you think.

Martin 
519.546.5088

https://business.financialpost.com/personal-finance/taxes/heres-what-small-businesses-need-to-know-about-the-covid-19-wage-subsidy-program
https://www.amazon.com/War-Fever-Boston-Baseball-America-ebook/dp/B07V31LHT6
https://www.amazon.com/War-Fever-Boston-Baseball-America-ebook/dp/B07V31LHT6
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