
Monday, Monday. The week has begun and everyone 
(gentlemen included) have started their engines. The 
first challenging corner to be rounded is the one 
concerning the re-opening of schools. Ontario has un-
wisely decided against this, giving students another 
month of “snow days”, where little is done 
academically speaking and the effortless slide into the 
summer doldrums amounts to little more than taking 
one's foot off the scholastic gas pedal. Our children 
deserve better.

Students should be in school. And not just because 
their still-developing brains run the risk of turning to 
tapioca without formal instruction, but because the 
risk to them from Covid-19 is minimal at best. In 
Sweden, children schools have remained open and 
learning has been uninterrupted by the Covid-19 
global pandemic. Read <here>. Classrooms and bathrooms are cleaned daily, frequent hand washing is 
encouraged and desks are staggered to ensure students keep two metres apart. Lunches are outdoors 
and play is limited to groups of no more than three students. So far, so good.

So why the hard-line response by our government in Ontario to keep schools closed in the name of public 
safety?! An abdication of leadership is the obvious explanation and it speaks to the irrationality of the Ford 
government, as there will be no vaccine in September. So if we cannot open schools now for health 
reasons, we cannot open then in the Fall either. The fastest a vaccine has been developed is four years 
(for the Mumps), so it invites the question as to whether the public school systems is to remain closed until 
then. 

i was raised on the truism that education is an end in itself. An education is the the Alpha and Omega of 
life, and that knowledge is sword, the shield the armour that protects us through our lives. I love learning. 
Learn Everything! is something that I say to my children everyday. All knowledge is worth knowing, and 
part of a tapestry that weaves a picture that defines a person over their lifetime. And what’s more, it is the 
fuel in the carburetor of our lives, and the one that moves us forward to be the best we can be.

Covid-19 cannot be allowed to stop our children from learning. Let’s get our children back in classrooms 
and doing what they love most (despite great protestations to the contrary) learning. Their minds are 
sponges, but for only the formative years. So opening schools to bring out our children’s best is what is 
needed now. They will be the leaders of future challenges (pandemics included) and deserve nothing less 
than the top grade education our great country can offer. Pedal to the metal, school rocks!

Be safe, be well!
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https://www.theglobeandmail.com/canada/article-what-lessons-can-canadian-educators-learn-from-swedish-schools/

