
 

 

Amidst the see-saw battle between 
rising vaccination rates and the 
fourth-wave Delta variant, today’s 
announcement that Moderna will 
build a mRNA vaccine plant in 
Canada is welcome news indeed. 
This is an example of forward-
thinking decision making that brings 
together the deep pockets of the 
federal government, with private 
sector know-how.  

Having our own vaccine manufacturing facility in Canada will reduce our dependence on 
other countries for vaccine supplies, as we had to with Covid-19. Moderna’s CEO 
Stephane Bancel said the Massachusetts-based company still needs to find a location 
within Canada, but he anticipated the new facility would employ between 200 and 300 
people, with vaccines ready to ship by 2024.  

The Moderna facility is looking to produce up to 24 different vaccines for different types 
of diseases, giving us capacity to deal with future epidemiological challenges whenever 
required. Domestic biomanufacturing capability should correctly by seen as a national 
security issue, and Ottawa’s decision to expand our capacity is commendable. Earlier this 
year, Paris-based Sanofi SA said it would build a new influenza manufacturing facility in 
Toronto, supported buy a $415 million investment by the federal government. More good 
news indeed. 



 

As of the end of July, Canada now has enough 
Covid-19 vaccine doses to fully vaccinate every 
eligible person in the country, with a total of 66 
million shots. With the government having done 
its part, the remaining hold-outs to getting 
vaccinated now need to do theirs and roll up their 
sleeves. The announcement by Quebec’s 
provincial government that i t will bar 
unvaccinated people from non-essential public 

places (bars, restaurants, gyms and entertainment venues) is likely the beginning of a 
national move to force the unvaccinated to get with the program, or be excluded from all 
the good things that we’ve missed out on for the last year and a half. Vaccines make a 
world of difference -and a different world, so let’s finish the race and send Covid-19 
packing! 

Be safe, be well! 
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