
A roller-coaster of a week, with many more to come I 
assure you. Governments around the world are 
issuing pronouncements by the minute -all designed 
to keep the economy functioning while seeking to 
flatten the curve (keeping the number of people 
seriously infected with the virus below the level our 
healthcare system can manage). 

Market fluctuations are a measure of the collective 
assessment of how well this is going. So programs 
that looks to be beneficial -including the Canadian 
governments’ announcement of a 75% wage subsidy 
to employees of small businesses- provide upward lift to markets, while the grim death count which 
is rising by the day has the opposite effect. This situation is not going to change overnight, so 
investors will have to stomach the lurching backward and forward of capital markets for some yet to 
come.

In the meantime I have seen a noticeable improvement in mindset across our clientele here at First 
Capital. Rather than focussing on the gyrations of markets, you have been sharing heartwarming 
stories with me of community outreach in so many different forms. This includes dropping off 
groceries to elderly neighbours or those on 14-day quarantines, special family moments from games 
of cards to baking chocolate brownies (yum!). My favourite story so far is the one told to me this 
week where an email went out inviting everyone in their neighbourhood court to a 5pm cocktail 
hour. Lawn chairs were dragged out and bottles of libations were enjoyed together, with each family 
safely at the end of their own driveway and where toasting to good health was shouted across the 
front lawns at each other. Love that one.

I encourage all of us to share their stories of courage and community with one another and I am 
pleased to announce that First Capital will be donating $1000 to the charity of choice to the winner 
of the First Capital Corona Contest for the most positive, cheerful and uplifting story of human 
kindness. The winner will be announced once Covid-19 is beaten and I look forward to hearing back 
from you in the meantime.

Two links for your review, here and here  both inspirational. Enjoy.
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https://www.theglobeandmail.com/life/first-person/article-how-your-dog-can-keep-you-sane-in-the-coronavirus-crisis/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oqT9yegqoRk&list=RDoqT9yegqoRk&start_radio=1
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