
  
  
Madonna’s 1984 hit Material Girl included the line we 
are living in a material world, which is true, though if it 
were written today, would have to add and we are 
living in a virtual world to the catchy beat and vocals. 
The article <here> in Deutsche Welle includes the 
announcement that the G20 Summit to have been 
held in Saudi Arabia is moving on-line. Now, as you 
know, many of you have been Zooming with me in 
lieu of face-to-face meetings during this challenging 
Covid time we find ourselves in, and the technology 
works for the most part, reasonably well. That said, a 
virtual summit would represent a major leap forward 
in the use of video technology and it remains to be 
seen how well it goes and how much gets accomplished.

On the one hand, physical security (protecting leaders and dignitaries from terrorism) would be relatively 
straightforward, as Presidents, Prime Ministers and Chancellors wouldn’t have to board a plane and head 
to the Saudi Kingdom. On the other hand, cyber-security would be of paramount concern, as groups 
(including, it should be pointed out, governments whose leaders are in attendance) seek to hack the 
Summit meetings to learn what is being discussed. The Saudi’s are hosting, so it would be expected that 
their technology platform would be the one to link world leaders together. But how many democratic 
leaders and their respective intelligence agencies would go for this?

Time will tell, and sooner than later, as the Summit is scheduled for November. The question on 
everyone’s minds is whether the President of the United States will be in fine form after winning the 2020 
election, or a dead duck President biding (pun intended) his time to January when his successor takes 
over. If the summit is even moderately successful and not set back by glitchy technology failures, it could 
herald a new era in how business is done globally. The old-school way of bringing powerful people 
together in a single time and place was always fraught with problems, and just in case you’ve forgotten, 
take a trip down memory lane to the 2010 G20 summit in Toronto. The billion dollar price tag was the 
least of the worries as Canada’s largest city was put in lockdown (foreshadowing Covid by a full decade) as 
a way of quelling protest. Read <here> With or without success this go-around, Canada won’t be putting 
its name forward anytime soon if there’s a return to in-person events in the future.

Hope everyone had a great weekend!

Be safe, be well!
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https://www.dw.com/en/saudi-arabia-to-host-virtual-g20-summit-in-november/a-55073415
https://www.macleans.ca/education/uniandcollege/torontos-g20-summit-a-failure-all-around/

