
  
  
The CERB is dead, long live the CERB! 
Millions of Canadians relying on CERB 
payments to pay the bills during COVID-19, 
have been nervously wondering where their 
next paycheque is coming from. And right on 
cue, the Liberals have unveiled the plans 
successor called the Canadian Response 
Benefit (CRB). With an estimated price tag of 
$50 billion, the program’s projected costs are 
about a third less than the CERB. That‘s $20 
billion a letter! The attached article in today’s Investment Executive <here> provides a summary 
of the new CRB, including moneys allocated for individuals who can’t work because the have to 
stay home to take care of a child or family member due to pandemic related reasons. Also 
included are federal-provincial transfers to help Canadians improve or acquire skills to help them 
in a shifting labour market.  So what appears to be little more than a name change (CERB to CRB) 
is in fact more, as CERB recipients eligible for employment insurance (EI) will be transitioned to EI, 
while those workers including the self-employed will be transitioned to the new CRB. 

Of course all of this has to be approved by Parliament and the Liberals are rushing to have this 
legislation passed immediately. While time is of the essence and the need to help Canadians is 
real, allocating a mere 4.5 hours to a program that costs more than operating every school in 
Canada does, seems overly hurried to say the least. What’s more is that expediting a Bill of this 
magnitude is the result of the Liberals’ decision to prorogue Parliament in the first place. 
Legislative oversight -particularly of spending Bills -is the cornerstone of democratic 
accountability. So while we’re in favour of governments helping Canadians struggling to pay bills, 
the way the Liberals are going about this is unnecessarily rushed and all but cuts Parliament out of 
the process. I will be commenting further on the new CRB when (or if) it receives Royal Assent and 
becomes law in Canada.  

Oh, and it’s just five weeks to the US election, so there will be much written on this topic too!

Be safe, be well!
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https://www.investmentexecutive.com/news/industry-news/liberals-propose-upping-value-of-new-covid-19-benefits-to-match-sunsetting-cerb/

