
Built in 1889 for the Exposition Universelle -the date that marked 
the 100th anniversary of the French Revolution, the Eiffel Tower 
defines the skyline of Paris and is synonymous with the City of 
Lights. Looking like it stepped off the pages of a Jules Verne 
novel, it contains over 18,000 metallic parts and took 2 years to 
complete. Interestingly, it was intended only as a temporary 
structure, to be taken down once the world’s fair came to an end. 
But once built it was so loved by the French that they couldn’t 
bring themselves to demolish it, proving that predictions about the 
future can be completely wrong.

At 300 metres La Tour Eiffel is an 
imposing structure, that stands in 
defiance of nature, withstanding 
high winds, lightening strikes and 
rain and snow each year (much as the human race does in its epic contest with the 
forces of nature over time). After a three month shutdown due to the Coronavirus 
pandemic, the tower has re-opened bringing hope and optimism once more to 
Parisians. Visitors are limited In number, restricted to the first two levels and must 
take the stairs -for now- face masks included. Nonetheless this is another example of 
human resilience and in our ability to adapt and overcome. Click <here>.

Hope is a powerful thing and it has been said that life and hope are the same word 
with different spellings. Very true, and with the re-opening of an iconic structure like 
the Eiffel Tower, all of us feel a little more hopeful. The Great Re-Start is underway, 
and it will be met with starts and stops, advances and retreats, but the trajectory will 
remain unchanged. The human race is coming back and life is beginning its road back 
to the world we knew when 2020 began. This will take time, but knowing that we are 
headed in the right direction makes the journey more bearable. 

Hope is the thing with feathers -
That perches in the soul -

And sings the tune without the words -
And never stops - at all -

And sweetest - in the Gale - is heard -
And sore must be the storm -

That could abash the little Bird
That kept so many warm -

I’ve heard it in the chillest land -
And on the strangest Sea -
Yet - never - in Extremity,
It asked a crumb - of me

-Emily Dickinson

Be safe, be well!
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