
  
  
For those of us missing travel the way Leafs fans miss their team in 
the long summer months (following their predictable early exit 
from the playoffs), there’s some good news in today’s Around The 
World blog. No, no announcement on a vaccine just yet, so travel 
remains off the menu, but there is an app called WindowSwap and 
allows viewers to “go to” parts of the world that are on their bucket 
list -if only virtually. The app offers window view from about 175 
countries making the user experience diverse and interesting. As 
the creator of WindowSwap says: there’s a certain intimacy about 
the experience, as you’re stepping into the living quarters -and the 
life- of a total stranger on the other side of the planet. For more, 
read the article in CBC.ca <here> 

Offering glimpses of lives lived in far flung places evokes a 
powerful feeling of sonder, a word coined in 2012 by John Koenig 
for his project, The Dictionary of Obscure Sorrows. Sonder has 
been defined as the profound feeling that any random person 
including the stranger you pass in the street, has a life as full and complex as yours. 

The 1954 Hitchcock voyeuristic classic Rear Window (starring the 
inimitable Jimmy Stewart) made the point that we all have our our 
own lives and our own perspectives. And yet, as the article suggests, 
as you gaze out of a strangers window, you might develop a certain 
strange kinship with whoever lives there. Admiring the posters on the 
wall, checking out the glorious array of plants and wondering at what 
it must be like to peer out at the Tokyo train tracks from your living 
room window. 

Seeing things from another's point of view is the essence of 
communication and anything -this app included, that bridges 
differences and brings us a little closer together, is good in my book. 
It also allows us to plan ahead for the post-Covid 19 life that awaits, 
and map out a trip or two to see the view you enjoyed in 
WindowSwap, only this time in person. All good!

Be safe, be well!
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