
Niagara Falls is less known these days for the 
majesty of the Falls themselves, than with its 
dilapidated, tacky tourist attractions including, but 
not limited to, Madam Tussaud’s House of Wax, 
Ripley’s Believe It Or Not and the Criminals Hall of 
Fame. And all of it is surrounded by seedy motels 
with swimming pools located conveniently in the 
middle of their parking lots, which collectively form 
a shabby, pitiful perimeter that serves as an early 
warning system telling visitors they are approaching 
the epicentre of gaudy tastelessness. A stroll up 
Lundy’s Lane -a must-do for any visitor- is an 
experience that can be best described as 
vacationing in a Warner Brother’s cartoon, and an 
unintended affront to good taste. So whether you partake of 4-D rides featuring Sponge Bob Squarepants 
or the over-hyped Jurassic-themed mini-putt, Lundy’s Lane is the one place in Ontario where the 
International House of Pancakes should be considered fine dining. 

But the spectacle of it all in its shameless vulgarity is precisely 
the reason why one feels sorry for poor Niagara these days. 
Offering mindless cheap family fun, normally, the place is the 
default where Ontarians and New Yorkers alike go when the 
economy is suffering. But with the Coronavirus closing the 
border and the province outlawing throngs of congregating 
crowds, the city has been devastated by the drop in tourism. 
The attached CBC article <here> tells its tale of woe, 
reminding us that Covid-19 has had an asymmetrical impact 
on employers and employees, depending on the nature of the 
regional economy. 

Amazon, Netflix and Google move ever-upward on the 
strength of their digital platforms, while businesses that offer 
an entirely physical experience -however garish it might be- fall 

further behind. The question that comes to mind, is what do consumers ultimately want? The matrix or the 
material? I see both sides of the answer, but for me, the moment the coast is clear I’ll be road-tripping to 
Niagara Falls for the best funnel cakes, complete with Eggo Waffles, frozen dairy ice-cream substitute and 
fructose infused strawberries. Yum! Hope to see you there!

Be safe, be well!
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https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/hamilton/tourism-culture-heritage-employment-niagara-ontario-1.5628190

