
History, according to Henry Ford, is bunk. I disagree entirely as history informs the present and can help us think creatively 
about the future. With respect to Covid-19, history provides context by placing our relatively minor Coronavirus in the 
pantheon of pandemics including the Antonine Plague of 165-180 AD and 
the Black Death of 1342-1353, each of which wiped out a third of the 
world’s population. Even when compared with the Spanish Flu of a century 
ago -which killed an estimated 3% of us in just 18 months- the Coronavirus 
seems more like a number that appears after a decimal point than before. 
Yet, historians have been left out of the national discussion, despite having 
perhaps more to contribute to it than the epidemiological models (that 
have turned out to be deeply flawed) of our medical and scientific experts. 

This point is evidenced in the Munk Dialogue with renowned historian Niall 
Ferguson, which asks questions about history’s lessons for what the world 
will look like after Covid-19? Watch <here>. From his opening observation 
that this may be the wrong question, in that there is no guarantee that a 
vaccine will be found (as is the case with AIDS) and that the virus may 
indeed be a permanent feature of our lives, to the conclusion of the 
interview, this is time well spent. 

Ferguson is critical of the Administrative State, which failed to have a well-prepared contagion plan for national pandemics and 
failed to act more quickly at the beginning. More, he points out that the general apathy of governments in January and 
February has now been replaced by an extreme self-imposed economic hit that may turn out to be more significant, historically 
speaking, than the pandemic itself. Ferguson makes this point succinctly through reference to the 1957/1958 Influenza 
pandemic (which originated in Guizhou China and killed an estimated 1 million people)

if you could bring someone from 1957/1958 back to the year 2020, they’d conclude
by looking at our behaviour [in our reaction to the Coronavirus], that Covid-19 was

in fact a mental disease and that we’ve gone completely mad.

Here, history is shown to be informative, as there was a completely different reaction then than now. There were no lockdowns, 
no shutdown of national economies, no massive expansion of the Administrative State at the expense of civil liberties, and as 
such the political and economic impact was relatively little. Ferguson concludes by reminding us that sometimes it’s the 
consequences of historical disasters that are bigger than the disasters themselves. Towards the end of the interview, Ferguson 
references both Margaret Atwood’s Sci-Fi Trilogy MADDADAM <here> and Mary Shelly’s The Last Man <here> as two great 
reads, where both stories are about a catastrophic virus that wipes our almost all of humanity. They too allow us to put our own 
historically modest pandemic into context and Amazon is shipping them to me as I write.

This is all food for thought, and best of all, unlike everything else we’ve been consuming during the Corona lockdown, the kind 
that’s calorie free! 

Be safe, be well!

Martin 
519-546-5088

https://munkdebates.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=75554b61c4eceb407e7bc5ac0&id=a0505ad22b&e=6817444ae1
https://www.amazon.ca/dp/0307397998/ref=cm_sw_r_oth_api_i_aHfTEbEH0NNHH
https://www.amazon.ca/dp/1840224037/ref=cm_sw_r_oth_api_i_NFfTEbRK86FFH

