
Yesterday came and went with little of the St. Patrick's 
Day festivities we would normally expect on this luckiest of 
anniversaries. Which is unfortunate because St. Patrick's 
Day is big business, where Canadians and Americans 
spend on average almost $5 Billion in leafy-green festive 
celebration. Click <here>. Statistically, revellers consume 
over 13  million pints of Guinness -many of them in the 
United States, where an estimated 40 million citizens have 
Irish heritage (seven times the population of Ireland itself!). 
Indeed the largest St. Patrick's Day parade in the world is 
not in Dublin, but in New York City, a tradition that started 
in 1762. Interestingly, the second largest one is in 
Savannah Georgia, where the city’s plumbers union uses 
vegetable-based power to dye the river green. 

Now what all of that has to do with the 5th century Bishop 
Patrick who brought Christianity to Ireland and used the 
shamrock to illustrate divinity, remains to be seen. But 
nonetheless, I thought I’d weigh in on this day on the calendar 
and share some interesting facts about St. Patrick's Day:

*St. Patrick wasn’t Irish. He was born in Britain around 390 AD 
to an aristocratic family.
*St. Patrick wasn’t canonized by a Pope, so strictly speaking 
wasn’t actually a Saint. 
*St. Patrick's Day commemorates the death -not birth- of the 
patron Saint. 
*St. Patrick official colour was blue, and green wasn’t adopted 
until the late 18th century. 
*St. Patrick is credited with driving the snakes out of Ireland, 
but according to fossil records, Ireland has never been home 
to snakes as it was too cold to host reptiles during the ice age. 
The surrounding seas have kept snakes out since.

Oh, and one more thing, your odds of finding a four-leaf clover are about 1 in 10,000 (1/100th of a percent!). 
Thankfully, the probability of success is much higher with a well-diversified, well-managed portfolio of stocks 
and bonds tailored to your investment profile. So with or without the luck-of-the-Irish, chances are you’ll enjoy 
a pretty comfortable retirement. A trip to the Emerald Isle is on my bucket list, but in the meantime, for a little 
sliver of Irish life, click <here> to here the Irish Tenors in their tribute to Mothers in Toora-Loora-Looral. 
Enjoy!

Be safe, be well!
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https://nrf.com/insights/holiday-and-seasonal-trends/st-patricks-day
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sr6w_wU3RzQ

