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A Christmas Surprise 
When I was young, my 
father, like most fathers, 
would tell us stories of his 
youth that I was pretty sure 
were intended to remind us 
of just how lucky we were to 
be growing up in a different 
time.  There were the usual 

stories of walking several miles to school, up hill both ways, and 
of having little more than a rock and a stick with which to play.   
 

But the story that spurred my imagination to paint the clearest 
picture, was my father’s story of the Christmas morning he 
received a small toy truck that was filled with candy.  As far as I 
know this could be the only gift he ever received.  He never 
spoke of another.   If I have the story straight, he awoke 
Christmas morning to find a skiff of snow in the bedroom, as 
was often the case on cold winter nights, and this special gift 
from Santa was at the foot of his bed.  The image of my father’s 
young face, glowing with excitement on seeing this gift creates a 
Norman Rockwell painting in my mind.  He often described this 
truck in great detail, making it sound as if the truck was made of 
crystal and the candy some magical taffy from a mysterious 
land.  Despite how distorted the actual story may be, the striking 
truth is this: my father never forgot it.   And now, neither can I. 
 

No doubt this Christmas stood out in my father’s memory 
because it was so out of the ordinary.  My father was one of 
seven children and grew up in a log cabin (literally) with two 
rooms upstairs and two rooms downstairs.  No bathrooms.  My 
grandparents worked the rocky Muskoka land the best they 

could to provide food.  My grandfather worked as the village 
policeman and postmaster, but in a village of a few hundred 
people, the hours were few, and the pay was small.  Like many 
families living in rural Canada at the turn of the 20th century, 
they lived like pioneers.  Work took precedence over school.  
Surviving meant everyone in the family chipped in.  Gifts were 
a luxury that often took a backseat to a meal.  So finding this 
special toy at the foot of his bed was no doubt one of the most 
wonderful gifts one can receive – a surprise. 
 

It’s tough to do that today, isn’t it - surprise someone.  While I 
was growing up it was customary to pick your favourite toys out 
of the Simpson’s catalogue – in fact, the day the catalogue 
arrived was second only to Christmas day itself in terms of 
excitement.  We practically ordered our Christmas experience 
out of a catalogue, leaving little room for surprise.  
 

Today of course it’s even more unlikely to be surprised.  In 
many families, mine included, Christmas has become a great 
excuse to get all the things you really want, and then give them 
to someone else to wrap and put under the tree for you, saving 
them the hassle of trying to find you the perfect gift.   
 

Before you start thinking that I’ve suddenly become Ebenezer 
Scrooge, let me assure you, I love Christmas.  Still, I can’t help 
but wonder, have we lost sight of the magic of surprise? 
In terms of gifts, we probably have.  On 
the giving end trying to surprise someone 
is full of risk.  The risk of disappointment. 
The risk of getting the wrong size, the 
wrong style, the wrong colour.  It’s easier 
to simply get the right thing - since she or 

Dear Noah: 
 

I was so thrilled to have 
received your letter last 
week.  It arrived just in the 
nick of time, too; my 
s leigh was a lready 
brimming with toys for 
nice children like you, but 
we managed to slip just 
one more in.  I’ll let you in 
on a little secret: you will 
be getting one of the items on your list!  However, I’ve had to 
substitute the Energizer batteries you had requested with Duracell 
as their unit costs were too darned good to pass up this year.  With 
the cost of elves’ wages as it is these days, one has to find savings 
wherever one can, Ho, Ho, Ho! 
 

Noah, you certainly are an intelligent and inquisitive boy!  The 
many questions that you posed in your letter were so thoughtful 
that I felt it my duty to reply to them as best I can. 
So…are you ready?  Here it goes! 
 

Noah: Does Rudolph’s nose really glow? 
Santa: Unfortunately, yes, it does.  Ever since Mrs. Claus bought 
me that neat GPS navigation system a couple of years back, we 
haven’t needed Rudolph’s nose to glow so bright to guide my 
sleigh at night, but we can’t seem to turn the darned thing off.  I 
suppose it wouldn’t be so bad, except that the red glow keeps the 
missus and me awake much of the night (he sleeps at the foot of 
our bed, you see).  If you have any suggestions, please pass them 
along; we’d be grateful! 
 

Noah:  My mum is Catholic and my dad is Jewish, so we celebrate 
both Hanukah and Christmas. Since I already received a present 
for Hanukah, can I still expect one for Christmas? 
Santa:  Noah, you don’t have to worry about that; as I mentioned, 
you are on my list.  Just remind your dad to include an extra jar of 
applesauce this year to go with the plate of potato latkes, and to 
leave it in a sealed box by the fireplace (the smell drives the 
reindeer wild!). 
 

Noah:  How do you zoom around the world and deliver presents to 
all the boys and girls in just one night? 
Santa:  Ever heard of the Space-Time Continuum?  Let’s just 
leave it at that. 
 

Noah:  In my grade five class, we’ve been talking a lot about 
global warming.  We watched a movie about how all the snow and 
ice is disappearing forever in the arctic, even as far north as the 
North Pole.  If you have no more snow one day, will Christmas be 
cancelled? 

Santa:  Noah, I share your worry about global warming.  I know 
that this will be difficult for you to understand, but it will be up to 
you and all the children around the world to grow up determined to 
reverse what your parents have allowed to have happen to the 
environment.  The future of our planet is in your hands, because if 
things continue as they have, cancelling Christmas will be the least 
of our worries.  (Which reminds me, I’ll have to stock up on 
waterproofing for my boots; the slush is ruining them!) 
 

Noah:  Some kids in my class don’t believe in you.  They say that 
their parents buy presents for them at Christmas, not you.  I think 
they’re wrong: my mum and dad don’t know what I ask for in my 
letters to you every year.  Only you know.  And each year I get just 
what I want.  If that’s not magic, I don’t know what is.  How can I 
convince my friends that you’re real? 
Santa:  Noah, when you creep down the stairs very early on 
Christmas morning (too early, by the way; let your parents sleep in a 
bit longer), what’s the first thing you feel when you see the tree all 
lit up and decorated, with lots and lots of presents scattered beneath 
it?  Do you feel the hair on the back of your neck stand up?  How 
about a tingling sensation running from your head down to your 
toes?  That’s the magic of Christmas.  That’s how you know I’m 
real.  Your friends all feel it, too.  
They just have begun to ignore it.  
Remind them, Noah.  Help them 
to feel it again like you do.   
 

Well, it looks as if the elves have 
finished their fourth coffee break 
of the day (ever since they 
unionized I can’t seem to get 
anything done around here), so 
I’d better get going.  Lots to do 
before the big night, Ho, Ho, Ho! 
 

Thank you for your wonderful 
letter.  I look forward to hearing 
from you again next year! 
 

Warmest regards, 
 
Santa 
 
(forwarded by David Frank) 

Aurora 
  

15165 Yonge Street, Suite 201, L4G 1M1 
Tel: (905) 713-3765   Fax: (905) 713-2937 

Toronto   

6 Tredvalley Grove, M1C 3J4 
Tel: (416) 286-2534   Fax: (416) 286-5097 

Toll Free:  1-888-367-7450 
  

Website:  www.bellfinancial.ca 
Email:  mail@bellfinancial.ca 

All information contained in this newsletter is for educational purposes only.  While all information is believed to be trued, accuracy cannot be guaranteed, and neither Bell Financial Inc. nor any 
associate of Bell Financial Inc. will assume responsibility for financial applications based on any information herein.  Readers are advised to seek additional specific advice regarding any strategies. 

Partners 

Danny Kafes, RHU                                               Chad Donnelly, B.A.  Jean-Marc Léger, EPC 
Associate Advisors 

Bill Bell, B.Math, B.Ed, RHU, CFP, CLU David Frank, B.A. Laurie Sobie, B.A., CLU 

 

 

 

 

Santa’s Little Secrets 



he has certainly already told you what the right thing is. 
 

And on the receiving end, we have almost shut down our 
expectations of being surprised.  We don’t want to be surprised.  
What we define as an acceptable gift has narrowed to a finely tuned 
range meeting our personal tastes, needs and desires.  And in a sea of 
gifts it’s easy to toss aside the things that don’t immediately fall into 
this well articulated range.   
 

But Christmas of course is more than gifts.  It may not have seemed 
that way when I was a little boy.  The train set I received – by far my 
best surprise gift for me as a small boy – is pretty much all I 
remember of that particular Christmas.  Santa brought me that.  I 
couldn’t thank him in person, and probably wouldn’t have anyways.  
I was consumed by laying the track and learning how to operate the 
controls of what would be my favourite toy for years to come.   
 

Of course I understand now that Santa didn’t bring me the train set.  
And I am no longer surprised at how much joy I remember seeing on 
the face of my parents as they watched me that Christmas morning. 

  They gave anonymously, expected no credit, no thanks, and yet 
experienced perhaps the greatest joy a human being can experi-
ence – bringing true pleasure to someone you truly love.   
 
Christmas remains the single best time of year to experience this 
surprising joy.  It doesn’t need to be a toy truck, a train set, or 
any material gift for that matter.  Find an opportunity to do some-
thing for someone without expecting anything in return, or better 
yet, without them ever knowing it was you.  
 
There will be many gifts you “need” to buy this Christmas – 
whether you are reciprocating with a friend, or checking things 
off a list provided by your family.  But you may, if you are lucky, 
stumble onto something, or perhaps some idea, that surprises 
you.  It won’t be on your list.  But it will feel right.  That feeling 
is love.  And if you are willing to risk it, let love guide you this 
Christmas in surprising someone.  You may be surprised at how 
much love you experience in return.  
 

Bill 

A few of our favourite things ... 

This was a special year for Geoff and Maureen Cross, the coordina-
tors of the Curling for Cancer event.  It was their biggest year (over 
$35,500 raised) and a celebration of their 10th anniversary curling for 
cancer research.   Over the past 10 years this event has raised just 
over $250,000.  While Geoff and Maureen are stepping down as co-
ordinators, this event will continue for years to come.  What a won-
derful compliment to the time and effort Geoff & Maureen invested, 
and a tribute to their daughter, Suzanne Galdiks, who lost her life to 
the disease.  We raise our brooms (and a pint) to a wonderful couple 
and a job well done.   Congratulations! 

No doubt you have seen the ads for Manulife’s new Income Plus 
product with their tag line ‘turning retirement thinking on its head.”  
This product was originally introduced in late 2006, but due to what 
we believed to be a significant deficiency, it didn’t get much atten-
tion from us here at Bell Financial.  But a key enhancement was in-
troduced to Income Plus a few months ago, and it is certainly getting 
our attention now. 
 
If you are in or near retirement (no more than 15 years away), and are 
concerned about the damaging effects the next market downturn 
might cause on your retirement income, then this product may be 
worth a look.  Give us a call, or go to www.manulifeincomeplus.ca to 
find out more.   The average employer contribution to their employees’ defined 

contribution pension plans is 4.6% in 2006. The chart on the left 
shows the average employer contribution level by primary busi-
ness type. 
 

    Advantages of a Group Retirement Plan 
 
            Employer                                              Employee 
 
▪ Helps attract and retain quality         ▪ Easy savings through  
  employees               payroll  deduction 
 
▪ Tax effective form of            ▪Tax effective 
    compensation     compensation  
                                     
▪ Establishes a formal policy for          ▪Valuable employee  
   retirement              benefit 
 
———————————————- 
Source:  2006 Benchmark Report · Defined Contribution Edition · 
Canadian Pension Fund Directory 

Average Employer Contribution Level by 
Primary Business Type 

Avg. Contribution Level 

Agriculture, Forestry, Fisheries, 
Mining or Construction 4.5% 

Business Services 4.2% 
Education 6.1% 
Finance, Insurance, Real Estate 4.4% 
Health Sector 4.7% 
Hospitality 3.9% 
Manufacturing 4.0% 
Non-Profit, Religious Organization 4.6% 
Oil & Gas, Energy 6.5% 
Public Administration 5.6% 
Transportation, Communication or Utility 6.5% 
Wholesale/Retail 3.7% 
Other 5.0% 

Manulife’s Income Plus – may be worth a look 
Geoff and Maureen Cross in 2005 (in yellow)  with our 3 teams. 

Bill’s article inspired us to take stock of our own favorite children’s toys.  Do any of these look familiar?  In the film Santa Claus 2 with 
Tim Allen, there is a scene where Tim gives each teacher their most favorite toy as a child; a delightful concept.  What was your favour-
ite toy as a child?  We hope you can capture that pure joy and excitement this holiday season.  Happy holidays from Bell Financial! 

 “He who has not Christmas in his heart will never find it 
under a tree.” 

Roy L. Smith 
 

“The most exquisite pleasure is giving pleasure to others.” 
Jean de La Bruyere 

 

“From a commercial point of view, if Christmas did not exist 
it would be necessary to invent it.”  

Katharine Whitehorn 
 

“Pleasure is reciprocal; no one feels it who does not at the 
same time give it.  To be pleased, one must please.” 

Lord Chesterfield 

Great Minds, Great Thoughts 

Curling for Cancer 

. . . A Christmas Surprise (cont) 

 How does your Group Retirement Plan Compare ? 
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A Christmas Surprise 
When I was young, my 
father, like most fathers, 
would tell us stories of his 
youth that I was pretty sure 
were intended to remind us 
of just how lucky we were to 
be growing up in a different 
time.  There were the usual 

stories of walking several miles to school, up hill both ways, and 
of having little more than a rock and a stick with which to play.   
 

But the story that spurred my imagination to paint the clearest 
picture, was my father’s story of the Christmas morning he 
received a small toy truck that was filled with candy.  As far as I 
know this could be the only gift he ever received.  He never 
spoke of another.   If I have the story straight, he awoke 
Christmas morning to find a skiff of snow in the bedroom, as 
was often the case on cold winter nights, and this special gift 
from Santa was at the foot of his bed.  The image of my father’s 
young face, glowing with excitement on seeing this gift creates a 
Norman Rockwell painting in my mind.  He often described this 
truck in great detail, making it sound as if the truck was made of 
crystal and the candy some magical taffy from a mysterious 
land.  Despite how distorted the actual story may be, the striking 
truth is this: my father never forgot it.   And now, neither can I. 
 

No doubt this Christmas stood out in my father’s memory 
because it was so out of the ordinary.  My father was one of 
seven children and grew up in a log cabin (literally) with two 
rooms upstairs and two rooms downstairs.  No bathrooms.  My 
grandparents worked the rocky Muskoka land the best they 

could to provide food.  My grandfather worked as the village 
policeman and postmaster, but in a village of a few hundred 
people, the hours were few, and the pay was small.  Like many 
families living in rural Canada at the turn of the 20th century, 
they lived like pioneers.  Work took precedence over school.  
Surviving meant everyone in the family chipped in.  Gifts were 
a luxury that often took a backseat to a meal.  So finding this 
special toy at the foot of his bed was no doubt one of the most 
wonderful gifts one can receive – a surprise. 
 

It’s tough to do that today, isn’t it - surprise someone.  While I 
was growing up it was customary to pick your favourite toys out 
of the Simpson’s catalogue – in fact, the day the catalogue 
arrived was second only to Christmas day itself in terms of 
excitement.  We practically ordered our Christmas experience 
out of a catalogue, leaving little room for surprise.  
 

Today of course it’s even more unlikely to be surprised.  In 
many families, mine included, Christmas has become a great 
excuse to get all the things you really want, and then give them 
to someone else to wrap and put under the tree for you, saving 
them the hassle of trying to find you the perfect gift.   
 

Before you start thinking that I’ve suddenly become Ebenezer 
Scrooge, let me assure you, I love Christmas.  Still, I can’t help 
but wonder, have we lost sight of the magic of surprise? 
In terms of gifts, we probably have.  On 
the giving end trying to surprise someone 
is full of risk.  The risk of disappointment. 
The risk of getting the wrong size, the 
wrong style, the wrong colour.  It’s easier 
to simply get the right thing - since she or 

Dear Noah: 
 

I was so thrilled to have 
received your letter last 
week.  It arrived just in the 
nick of time, too; my 
s leigh was a lready 
brimming with toys for 
nice children like you, but 
we managed to slip just 
one more in.  I’ll let you in 
on a little secret: you will 
be getting one of the items on your list!  However, I’ve had to 
substitute the Energizer batteries you had requested with Duracell 
as their unit costs were too darned good to pass up this year.  With 
the cost of elves’ wages as it is these days, one has to find savings 
wherever one can, Ho, Ho, Ho! 
 

Noah, you certainly are an intelligent and inquisitive boy!  The 
many questions that you posed in your letter were so thoughtful 
that I felt it my duty to reply to them as best I can. 
So…are you ready?  Here it goes! 
 

Noah: Does Rudolph’s nose really glow? 
Santa: Unfortunately, yes, it does.  Ever since Mrs. Claus bought 
me that neat GPS navigation system a couple of years back, we 
haven’t needed Rudolph’s nose to glow so bright to guide my 
sleigh at night, but we can’t seem to turn the darned thing off.  I 
suppose it wouldn’t be so bad, except that the red glow keeps the 
missus and me awake much of the night (he sleeps at the foot of 
our bed, you see).  If you have any suggestions, please pass them 
along; we’d be grateful! 
 

Noah:  My mum is Catholic and my dad is Jewish, so we celebrate 
both Hanukah and Christmas. Since I already received a present 
for Hanukah, can I still expect one for Christmas? 
Santa:  Noah, you don’t have to worry about that; as I mentioned, 
you are on my list.  Just remind your dad to include an extra jar of 
applesauce this year to go with the plate of potato latkes, and to 
leave it in a sealed box by the fireplace (the smell drives the 
reindeer wild!). 
 

Noah:  How do you zoom around the world and deliver presents to 
all the boys and girls in just one night? 
Santa:  Ever heard of the Space-Time Continuum?  Let’s just 
leave it at that. 
 

Noah:  In my grade five class, we’ve been talking a lot about 
global warming.  We watched a movie about how all the snow and 
ice is disappearing forever in the arctic, even as far north as the 
North Pole.  If you have no more snow one day, will Christmas be 
cancelled? 

Santa:  Noah, I share your worry about global warming.  I know 
that this will be difficult for you to understand, but it will be up to 
you and all the children around the world to grow up determined to 
reverse what your parents have allowed to have happen to the 
environment.  The future of our planet is in your hands, because if 
things continue as they have, cancelling Christmas will be the least 
of our worries.  (Which reminds me, I’ll have to stock up on 
waterproofing for my boots; the slush is ruining them!) 
 

Noah:  Some kids in my class don’t believe in you.  They say that 
their parents buy presents for them at Christmas, not you.  I think 
they’re wrong: my mum and dad don’t know what I ask for in my 
letters to you every year.  Only you know.  And each year I get just 
what I want.  If that’s not magic, I don’t know what is.  How can I 
convince my friends that you’re real? 
Santa:  Noah, when you creep down the stairs very early on 
Christmas morning (too early, by the way; let your parents sleep in a 
bit longer), what’s the first thing you feel when you see the tree all 
lit up and decorated, with lots and lots of presents scattered beneath 
it?  Do you feel the hair on the back of your neck stand up?  How 
about a tingling sensation running from your head down to your 
toes?  That’s the magic of Christmas.  That’s how you know I’m 
real.  Your friends all feel it, too.  
They just have begun to ignore it.  
Remind them, Noah.  Help them 
to feel it again like you do.   
 

Well, it looks as if the elves have 
finished their fourth coffee break 
of the day (ever since they 
unionized I can’t seem to get 
anything done around here), so 
I’d better get going.  Lots to do 
before the big night, Ho, Ho, Ho! 
 

Thank you for your wonderful 
letter.  I look forward to hearing 
from you again next year! 
 

Warmest regards, 
 
Santa 
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