
Helping Successful People Make 
Smart Decisions About Money

ARK ROYAL WEALTH MANAGEMENT
2626 Glenwood Avenue Suite 485 ~ Raleigh, NC 27608 ~ (919) 710-8665

Items to consider 10 years BEFORE retirement

1. Begin to research retirement living options. Incorporate on-site visits into your yearly vacation plans.

2.  Look for insurance gaps that may arise when employer-sponsored coverage ends, such as health
insurance if you retire early and before Medicare coverage begins.

3.  Research when your stock-based compensation might expire and what stock awards you can
retain after retirement. Devise a plan so that employer stock does NOT represent too heavy an
allocation of your total net worth.

4.  Review what your tax obligations may be with your current investments and use tax
optimization strategies to benefit your savings. Prepare a “multiple bucket” strategy of taxable, tax-
deferred and tax-free accounts from which to draw funds during retirement.

5.  Brainstorm any “big ticket” financial commitments (caretaking for a family member, etc.) you
anticipate for the next 10 years and consider how these items might affect your ability to retire in
your preferred timeframe.

6.  Find places in your budget to make small adjustments that won’t seem like a sacrifice, earmark
this extra cash to a retirement account.

7.  Save to an emergency fund and stay aware of your company’s financial situation. Companies are
prone to reorganizations and layoffs, and older workers can be vulnerable.
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8.  Run tax projections periodically to ensure you take advantage of opportunities the IRS provides
such as Roth IRA conversion strategies.

9.  Reallocate your portfolio based on your earnings timeline with a focus on performance, risk and
expenses. Decide when – or if – you should shift to a more conservative asset allocation.

10.  Review your estate documents to ensure the language is still accurate. For example, are the
named trustees and beneficiaries still alive and capable?

11.  Decide if Long Term Care insurance is right for you and move forward to purchase while still
affordable. Be cognizant of where you might want to live when you will need these services.

12. Take a hard look at any major debts that you have and develop a ten-year plan to eliminate them.


