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Matson Mystery 

Corner…… 

Look for the answers 
under the Learn More 
section on our website! 
Password = journey. 
Click Newsletters, then 
Trivia Answers. 

 

Which MFA employee’s 
son recently moved 
down the street from 
Kyle? 

 

Which MFA employee’s 
daughter recently had 
her 2nd baby boy?  

 

Which MFA employee 
plays bells in her 
church?   
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As 2022 winds down, for many of us the holidays are a time of reflection, rituals, 
and traditions that give meaning to the moment. 

Last week, I read an article about holiday rituals, the specific things you do with 
your family and your friends in the final weeks of the year. The article was aptly 
timed for me, as Darrell Ann and I are starting to navigate holiday gatherings as a 
new small family and with a home of our own. Our parents keep asking “Which hol-
iday do you want to host?”. And for us, we liked the traditions and rituals we had 
ourselves growing up, specifically when we went to other people’s houses! So we 
have realized, now is the time for us to create and adopt our own traditions and fami-
ly rituals.  

As we brainstormed, it was fascinating to read some of the other types of rituals held 
by families all over the continental US. From annual gingerbread house building, to 
bring your own (BYO) favorite food potluck dinners, to Friendsgivings, Yankee 
Swaps, White Elephants, etc. the holidays are ripe with opportunities to choose the 
traditions YOU like. Are there any that you want to share? Here are a few we espe-
cially enjoyed: 

“Every December, I make a new cookie recipe each day for our family to try. I pass 
around the extras to our neighbors and my co-workers, so the wealth is shared.” — 
Stephanie Pak, Cocoa, Fla. 

“I review my clothes closet, dining ware, serve ware for things that I am ready to 
part with. There’s a calm with owning less, plus a new resolve to not add more 
things.” — Esther Emma Audrey, Torrance, Calif. 

“Holiday blues used to afflict me, and the sappy holiday background music helped 
bring me down. Now, instead of dreading the songs, I make a sport of mentally not-
ing my Top 5 least favorites.” — Robert Brandt, Nashville, Tenn. 

“My family and I burn a yule log on the winter solstice. We find a weirdly shaped or 
very large hunk of wood, decorate it with twigs, berries, foliage and other items as 
we see fit, then we fasten a note or make a marking on the log indicating some inten-
tion we have for the coming year.” — Candace Abraham, Newport, Wash. 

“I carry around one $100 bill to tip someone randomly. I go about my business and 
when I find that person who needs a pick-me-up, I plant the big bill as I normally 
would: in the hand of the hair dresser, jar at coffee shop, billfold for server. And 
don’t stick around for the reaction. Let them enjoy their surprise privately!” — Jack-
ie Shapiro Brooker, Greenville, S.C. 

“I grew up in a postwar building in New York City. We had no fireplace, so my 
mother hung our stockings on our doorknobs. I raised my daughters in a farmhouse 
in Connecticut. Despite having a large stone fireplace, I have always hung their 
stockings on their doorknobs.” — Evan Pepper, Wilton, Conn. 

“We dedicate one night of Hanukkah to a visit to Waffle House. We tend to be loud, 
and it’s OK to be loud there!” — Sarah Fishburn, Fort Collins, Colo. 

“I have a couple of traditions I like to intentionally save until after the holiday sea-
son: One is going ice skating, and the other is making homemade marshmallows. 

The winter months can feel long, and having rituals like these helps me keep the post
-holiday blues at bay.” — Kathryn Braisted, Brooklyn 

 

Source: https://www.nytimes.com/2022/12/03/briefing/holiday-rituals.html 

https://www.nytimes.com/2022/12/03/briefing/holiday-rituals.html
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Who is Loury??  

Keeping Up With Michael.. 

Loury joined the Matson Financial Advisors team in 
2002.  As our receptionist, she is your first point of con-
tact, providing a cheerful smile and professional 
thoughtfulness. Loury has provided administrative sup-
port to both the investment advisor and insurance teams 
for over 20 years. 
Loury was born in Cambodia and raised in the U.S. 
since 1982.  She resides in New Milford, CT with her 
husband Phan, and three beautiful daughters; Alyssa, 
Anna and Addison.  Alyssa, a graduate of Naugatuck 
Community College,  is a Certified Nurse Assistant at 
Candlewood Valley Rehabilitation in New Milford.  
Anna, graduated from Western Connecticut State Uni-
versity with a BA in biology.  She is a histology  

www.matsonfinancialadvisors.com     203-743-0131   

specialist with the Labcorp team in Shelton, CT.  Addi-
son is now a freshman at New Milford High School.   
The family enjoys their trips to the beach; Addison relax-
ing while Alyssa and Anna play on the beach or swim in 
the ocean with their dad. 
Family is very important to Loury and Phan.  Loury, the 
second youngest, enjoys time with her parents, six sib-
lings and their extended families.  Phan’s family lives in 
CA, where they visit every few years.  It’s never dull 
when Loury hosts birthday celebrations or holidays—she 
always expects to host more than 30, and the family is 
growing with great-grandchildren!  The whole family 
truly feels blessed to have closeness, both in location and 
love. 

It’s been 32 months since I feared being inflicted with a 
coronavirus. In March 2020 we were all told to hunker 
down for 2-3 weeks and then the virus would lose its 
grip and we would all get back to normal.  Now, almost 
3 years later, are you back to normal? 

My routine has evolved. I now participate in volunteer 
roles through video conference as much as I do in-
person and favor exercise options outdoors.  Thankfully 
I am now  back playing ice hockey with my crew in 
Ridgefield and Danbury. I spent the summer cycling 
the back roads of Bridgewater, Sherman, Roxbury and 
New Milford, tried to keep up with Laurie and Kate at 
OTF fitness classes and enjoyed a few warm late sum-
mer evenings watching the sun set over Candlewood 
Lake. 

Fabulous Food Finds:    1754 House in Woodbury, CT 

Looking for a place to get away to, or a quick bite and a 
beer in the tavern, or looking for a delicious meal?  
Head to 1754 House in Woodbury.   

Meeting up with high school friends we were seated at a 
perfect table tucked in the corner.  Our waitress was 
lovely, she didn’t rush us, suggested menu items, and 
spoke about the local area. 

Small plates varied from roasted brussel sprouts, baked 
brie, Maine mussels, spiced popcorn, or choose a char-
cuterie board for the table. 

Several in our party started with New England Clam 
Chowder or Caesar salad, both were yum! 

Hubby chose the 1754 Burger, I thoroughly enjoyed  

my plank-roasted atlantic salmon.  Others raved about the 
sweet potato-crusted cod, the mushroom risotto, and the 
spicy shrimp scampi. 

I’m looking forward to going back, and this time ending 
my meal with the “Rolo” or the seasonal fruit crisp with 
vanilla ice cream! 

The restaurant is family friendly, business casual dress, 
spacing between tables. 

$$$   

Located at 506 Main Street South, Woodbury, CT 
Hours  Tu-Th 4 pm—9 pm, Fri—Sun 11:30 am—9 pm 
Closed Mondays 
Phone #  (203) 405.3735 

Glad to have had time to spend at my parent’s home this 
fall as I attempted to impersonate a professional landscap-
er.  We trimmed hedges, pruned trees, hauled brush, and 
raked piles and piles of  leaves.  Always a good feeling to 
see the result of your efforts when doing yard mainte-
nance.  I think I enjoy this outside work sense of accom-
plishment more because my desk at the office seems to 
contain the same mix of correspondence, meeting notes 
and research but I know the pile has ebbs and flows with 
the names changing each week.   

Thanksgiving was once again a time to gather with family 
and offer prayer of thanks for our many blessings.  My 
family wishes all of you a healthy and joyful holiday sea-
son. 
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Pam Hickey has been blessed with a loving family, many opportunities and a fantastic place to live. 

 

Pam grew up in Potomac, Maryland to a generous father who owned his own business and enjoyed sharing 
the fruits of his labor.  Pam’s mom was a highly respected federal employee who worked for the Depart-
ment of Labor in Washington, DC, where she ran the Black Lung program, retiring at the age of 58. 

 

Pam has two siblings, both living in Maryland about 45 minutes from Pam. She speaks to her parents daily 
and sees them twice a week.  Growing up was idyllic.  Opportunities were boundless: summer camp was a 
given, the family motto was LIVE LIVE LIVE!   Pam went off to Elon College in North Carolina where 
she studied Communications with the thought of going into Broadcast Journalism or Creative Writing.   
After graduation Pam accepted a position working for an industry magazine creating their newsletter.   

 

Pam met her husband, Chris, from mutual friends - Pam’s from high school, and Chris’s from the Universi-
ty of Maryland.  Chris’s upbringing was a bit different from Pam’s.  His dad informed Chris that he would 
be paying for half of his tuition, and because of this, Chris worked his way through college and came out 
with no student loans.  Six months before graduating, Chris was offered a job, and with his guidance they 
were able to save for their future. 

 

Pam was no longer interested in a desk job, and decided telecommunications and technology sales were a 
better fit.   She made a great living and was able to contribute to their financial future.  This also allowed 
Pam to be a stay at home mom to their three daughters, Mackenzie, 24, Kyra, 21, and Addison, 17.  With 
Chris’ success, working his way up to VP of North American sales for OpenText, they were able to enjoy 
the country club, and send the girls to private schools and camp.   

 

Chris unfortunately passed in 2014.  But he left his mark on his family and many friends.  Chris taught Pam 
a lot, such as, is this a need or a want?  And this made Pam think.  It empowered her to make the right deci-
sions and teach her girls to be fiscally responsible, lessons that were lacking in her youth. When Chris 
passed Pam was left to do everything.  So, she sat with Michael Matson and her attorneys, and planned out 
her finances to ensure her family’s future.  Pam heard several times: “we’re in it for the long haul!”  Guess 
from who? 

 

Pam keeps busy.  She and a friend started their own business four years ago:  method staging and designing 
empty homes to allow the seller to get top dollar.  She finds it’s creative, physical and mental work, while 
providing an example to her daughters to get up daily, have a purpose, supplement your income, and make 
an effort to do extra things.  

 

Pam and Chris have done well.  Addison is in her senior year of high school, figuring out which college to 
choose.  Kyra is a Senior at Indiana University studying Public Relations with a minor in nutrition.  Pam 
hopes Kyra will take some time before eventually moving back to Bethesda.  Mackenzie graduated from 
the University of Texas, also with a degree in Public Relations, has her own apartment in New York City, 
and continues to get promoted each year in her job. 

 

Pam knows Chris is proud of her.  She plans to stay in the home they created, where they all lived together. 
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Client Snapshot  by Sue 
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Find us at: www.matsonfinancialadvisors.com 

4 Mountain View Terrace,  Suite 104, Danbury, CT 06810 

Registered Representative offering securities and advisory services through Cetera Advisor Networks LLC,  member 

FINRA/SIPC, a broker/dealer and a registered investment adviser.  Advisory services also offered through Matson 

Financial Advisors Inc. Cetera is under separate ownership from any other named entity ownership from any other 

named entity. 

Best Winter Life Hacks 

 
Use a Fertilizer Spreader 

Use it in winter to scatter sand on icy walkways. 

Clogged Snowblower Hack  

Simply spray the snow blower’s clean, dry auger and inside the discharge chute with cooking spray, such as Pam®, 
before launching into snowdrifts. You can also spray it on your shovel so snow won’t stick. 

Enlist the Help of Your Ceiling Fan  

Ceiling fans are not just for summer! Flip the switch to reverse the spin of the fan and turn on the lowest speed to blow 
warm air down from the ceiling. 

Socks on the Go!  

Put those orphaned or mismatched socks to use: use them as wiper blade covers! 

Learn To Walk Like a Penguin  

To walk safely on ice, walk like a penguin. Point your feet out, and hold your arms out slightly to your side. Shuffle, 
and take short steps  

De-Ice With A Potato  

The night before freezing temperatures, rub half a potato over your car’s windshield. The sugar from the potato creates 
a barrier over the window and prevents ice from forming, so you’ll come out in the morning and won’t have to scrape! 
Simply rinse and wipe with your wipers when you get on the road  

Keep Side Mirrors Frost-Free  

Place plastic bags over your car mirrors at night and they’ll be frost-free in the morning. Reuse them over and over. 

De-Ice Walkways With Used Coffee Grounds  

Sprinkle leftover coffee grounds on your freshly shoveled walk or driveway to help melt the ice—it’s a natural and 
environmentally friendly way to add more traction underfoot. Just wipe your feet as usual before entering the house. 

 

Keep A Roll of Duct Tape In The Car  

Not only does it fix everything, but you can use it as a fire starter  – duct tape is very flammable and is a great tool to 
get a fire going in an emergency. 

 

Source:  https://www.farmersalmanac.com/winter-tips-2-29953 

https://www.farmersalmanac.com/uses-single-socks-29142
https://www.farmersalmanac.com/10-smart-uses-for-used-coffee-grounds-21372
https://www.farmersalmanac.com/duct-tape-to-the-rescue-14411
https://www.farmersalmanac.com/winter-tips-2-29953

