
Financial clarity starts with a plan. 
As the year comes to a close, it’s the perfect time to review your financial picture and prepare for the 
opportunities ahead. Thoughtful year-end planning can help reduce taxes, strengthen cash flow, and 
ensure your investment and retirement strategies remain aligned with your goals.

At First Light Wealth Advisors, we believe that no two financial journeys are the same. Whether you’re 
planning for retirement, growing a business, or supporting family needs, taking a proactive approach 
now can help you start 2026 with confidence and clarity.

Your 2025/2026 
Year-End Planning Checklist 

Presented by First Light Wealth Advisors

Tax Planning & Retirement Moves
•	 Review your income, deductions, and potential tax bracket changes.
•	 Confirm Required Minimum Distributions (RMDs) and consider Roth conversions.
•	 Explore tax-efficient strategies such as charitable giving or tax-loss harvesting.
•	 Coordinate year-end strategies with your CPA to optimize for 2025 and 2026.

Investment & Savings Review
•	 Maximize contributions to retirement and savings accounts (401(k), IRA, HSA).
•	 Review your investment mix to ensure it aligns with your goals and time horizon.
•	 Rebalance if market performance has shifted your portfolio’s target allocation.
•	 Assess concentrated positions or unrealized gains/losses with your advisor.

Insurance, Risk & Cash Flow
•	 Review life, disability, and long-term care insurance coverage.
•	 Evaluate liquidity and cash reserves for upcoming expenses or opportunities.
•	 Revisit debt management and refinancing options as rates evolve.
•	 Ensure key documents (estate plans, insurance policies, POAs) are current and accessible.



Personal Life Events & Outlook
•	 Note any major life changes (marriage, relocation, new job, or family milestones).
•	 Update education or healthcare funding goals.
•	 Revisit financial objectives and risk tolerance as circumstances evolve.
•	 Schedule a year-end review with your advisor to prepare for 2026.

For Business Owners: 2025/2026 Planning
•	 Review business cash flow, compensation, and retirement plan funding.
•	 Evaluate entity structure and tax strategy with your CPA for 2025/2026.
•	 Consider year-end equipment purchases or expenses that could provide deductions.
•	 Review your business succession or exit plan—is it aligned with your personal goals?
•	 Assess insurance coverage for key personnel and business continuity.
•	 Explore strategies to integrate business liquidity events with your personal financial plan.

Start the New Year with Confidence 
Year-end planning isn’t about checking boxes—it’s about ensuring your financial 
decisions reflect your goals, values, and vision for the future.

At First Light Wealth Advisors, we partner with individuals, families, and business 
owners to build customized strategies designed to illuminate the path ahead.

Let’s plan the next step—together.

Call Us—(973) 435-4520

Email Us—info@firstlightwa.com

Visit Us Online—www.firstlightwa.com

First Light Wealth Advisors 76 E Main Street Little Falls, NJ 07424

First Light Wealth Advisors, LLC (“FLWA”) is a New Jersey registered investment adviser located in Little Falls, New Jersey.  FLWA and its representatives are in 
compliance with the current registration requirements imposed on registered investment advisers in those states in which FLWA maintains clients.  FLWA may only 
transact business in those states in which it is registered or qualifies from an exemption or exclusion from registration requirements.  FLWA’s website is limited to the 
dissemination of general information regarding its investment advisory services to United States residences residing in states where providing such information is 
not prohibited by law.  Accordingly, the publication of FLWA’s website on the Internet should not be construed by any consumer and/or prospective client as FLWA’s 
solicitation to effect, or attempt to effect transactions in securities, or the rendering of personalized investment advice for compensation, over the Internet.  Furthermore, 
information on this Internet site should not be construed, in any manner whatsoever, as the receipt of, or a substitute for, personalized individual advice from FLWA.   
Any subsequent, direct communication from FLWA with a prospective client shall be conducted by a representative that is either registered or qualifies for an exemption 
or exclusion from registration in the state where the prospective client resides.  For information pertaining to the registration status of FLWA, please contact the United 
States Securities Commission on their website at www.adviserinfo.sec.gov the state securities law administrators for those states in which FLWA is registered.  A copy 
of FLWA’s current written disclosure statement discussing FLWA’s business operations, services, and fees is available from FLWA upon FLWA upon written request.  
FLWA does not make any representations as to the accuracy, timeliness, suitability, completeness or relevance of any information prepared by any unaffiliated third 
party, whether linked to FLWA’s website or incorporated herein, and takes no responsibility therefore.  All such information is provided solely for convenience purposes 
only and all users thereof should be guided accordingly.

ACCESS TO THIS WEB SITE IS PROVIDED FOR INFORMATIONAL PURPOSES ONLY AND WITHOUT ANY WARRANTIES, EXPRESSED OR IMPLIED, 
REGARDING THE ACCURACY, COMPLETENESS, TIMELINESS, OR RESULTS OBTAINED FROM ANY INFORMATION POSTED ON THIS WEB SITE OR ANY 
THIRD PARTY WEB SITE LINKED TO THIS WEB SITE.

To access our privacy policy, please click HERE.

First Light Wealth Advisors, LLC (“FLWA”) is a New Jersey registered investment adviser located in Little Falls, New Jersey. To access New Jersey Investment 
Protection Bureau information, please click HERE.

Legacy & Family Planning
•	 Review and update wills, trusts, and beneficiary designations.
•	 Take advantage of annual gifting exclusions to support family or charitable goals.
•	 Discuss legacy or philanthropic plans with family members.
•	 Consider multigenerational wealth strategies to promote financial continuity.

This guide is for informational purposes only and not intended as legal or tax advice.

mailto:info%40firstlightwa.com?subject=
http://www. firstlightwa.com
mailto:info%40firstlightwa.com?subject=
http://www.firstlightwa.com
https://static.twentyoverten.com/5aa2af3063010f3f0b55ab64/5UrpVLmFuR/FLWA-Privacy-Policy-2020-CLIENT.pdf
https://static.twentyoverten.com/5aa2af3063010f3f0b55ab64/5UrpVLmFuR/FLWA-Privacy-Policy-2020-CLIENT.pdf

