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Market Commentary 

 
Coronavirus Update 
 
As many investors keep an eye on the latest developments with the Coronavirus, we wanted to reach out and 
share our thoughts as they relate to the financial markets and global economy. The U.S markets have held up as 
the virus remained mostly contained. Fears escalated over the weekend with South Korea, Iran, and Italy all 
experiencing a spike in diagnosed cases with the virus. The outbreak has spared the U.S with the White House 
closely monitoring the situation to make sure the spread is controlled. 
 
Global markets are feeling the heat to start the week with most indices selling off in the 3%-5% range. Both global 
production and consumption will be impacted due to quarantines in China and other affected countries. These 
quarantines slow manufacturing and deter travel for both business and pleasure. Additionally, global shipping has 
slowed as exported goods leaving China’s ports begin to pile up with a shortage of dock workers able to process 
and load shipments. 
 
Although this seems uneasy for investors, especially with US markets sliding downward rapidly, we believe this is 
a short-term issue. Markets had been stretched to the upside to start the year and are looking for a catalyst to 
break the melt up. The Coronavirus is of grave concern, however, a vaccine will arise and cases in China seem to 
have already peaked. Production and shipping will return to normal levels with minimal damage to long-term 
global growth. Additionally, the U.S Federal Reserve is closely watching the situation and prepared to lower 
interest rates if warranted.  
 
We will continue to monitor the situation and make moves to our portfolios if need be. However, at this time, we do 
not see major concern that the economy will slow to a point that would change the long-term upwards 
momentum. Corrections happen and are necessary to maintain healthy markets and we believe the virus was a 
catalyst for this correction. For some perspective, we can look back at the H1N1 virus that hit the world in 2009 
which was much more deadly than the Coronavirus with over 17,000 fatalities worldwide. The markets in 2009 
were not stretched to the upside and H1N1 did not have much effect on the markets. Although the Coronavirus 
should not be treated flippantly, we believe the markets were due for a correction and do not see a major change 
in our positive outlook going forward.  
 
For a more in-depth analysis of the global markets, please click here for our most recent market commentary. 
 
As always, if you have any questions or would like to discuss your accounts or financial situation further, please 
call your advisor directly or email us at clientservices@benchmarkfinancial.info. Please visit our website 
at www.benchmarkfinancial.info  for more information on our planning services.   
 
Sincerely, 
Benchmark Financial  
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Any opinions expressed on this email are the opinion or view of Benchmark Financial and/or an advisor of Benchmark 
Financial and these opinions are subject to change at any time without notice. The content is developed from sources believed 
to be providing accurate information. Any comments or postings are provided for informational purposes only and does not 
represent an offer of or a solicitation for advisory services in any state/jurisdiction of the United States or any country where the 
firm is not registered, notice filed, or exempt.  Readers should conduct their own review and exercise judgment prior to 
investing and should carefully consider their own investment objectives and not rely on any post, chart, graph or marketing 
piece to make a decision. Investments are not guaranteed, involve risk and may result in a loss of principal. Past performance 
does not guarantee future results. Investments are not suitable for all types of investors. Benchmark Financial is not a broker 
dealer and does not offer tax or legal advice. Please consult your tax or legal advisor for assistance regarding your individual 
situation. 
 
Benchmark Financial Wealth Advisors is an independent advisory firm providing wealth guidance, investment management, 
financial planning and qualified retirement plan services. We counsel individuals, families and business owners on an ongoing 
basis. As a fiduciary, we serve as an advocate for our clients, providing objective advice and comprehensive guidance across 
all aspects of our clients’ financial lives. 
 
Investment Advisory Services offered through Benchmark Financial Wealth Advisors LLC, an SEC Registered Investment 
Advisor. Registration does not imply a certain level of skill or training. Fixed insurance products offered through Benchmark 
Financial Insurance Advisors LLC. Benchmark Financial Wealth Advisors LLC and Benchmark Financial Insurance Advisors LLC 
are separate entities. Additional information about Benchmark Financial and our advisors is also available online 
at www.adviserinfo.sec.gov.  
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