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Tax Season is once again upon us!  The stress level varies: for some it is like a surgical procedure for 

others, just another annual requirement.  Here at Liberty, we are focused on getting all the returns we 

process completed properly and submitted.  It is interesting to note, however, that when you put the 

two words “The” and “IRS” together, it spells “Theirs!” 
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No More Signatures on Credit Cards! 
The decades-old ritual for cardholders – scribbling something resembling your name on 

payment slips – is ending. Merchants will still have the option of asking for a signature, but the 

requirement will be history as of April. Why? Merchants typically don’t check a cardholder’s 

signature – either on a paper receipt or an electronic screen – against the signature on the back 

of a card, and many cardholders fail to sign their cards anyway! 

Furthermore, development of a number of digital authentication technologies that are more 

secure than requiring a signature, such as tokenization, multi-factor authentication and 

biometrics, provide a more seamless payment transaction. Plus the consumer will like the 

convenience and the increased speed of the checkout process.  Retailers with have lower costs 

and hopefully pass those on to the shoppers as well for a win-win result. 

 

Therapy Dog News:         
Most of you know of the gratifying time I have 

spent working with my blind, certified therapy 

dog, Toto, visiting hospice patients and families 

over the past 5 years.  We also went to schools 

and pet fairs to teach the benefits of pet 

assisted therapy.  Because of his particular skills 

in sharing love, Toto was featured in the Pet 

Partners national November newsletter.  

Well, the time has come for Toto to retire.  He is 

14 and has developed a bit of doggy dementia 

and hearing loss so we did not sign up for 

recertification.  He is now a Therapy Dog 

Emeritus!  He is qualified to do Reading with 

Rover at the library through the Washington 

County Humane Society because all he has to 

do there is sit, listen, and get lots of petting 

from the kids!  He is a favorite of the librarians 

because he is quiet, gentle and his tail wags 

constantly like a metronome. 

             

I’ll find another, but Toto was a natural therapy 

dog and will always be number one in my heart.

%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%% 

https://petpartners.org/featured-teams/blind-basset-sees-need-for-love/


E-Alerts: 
According to a cyber-threat research company, in spite of knowing the dangers of “phishing”,  identity 
thieves sending emails that apprear real, nearly 40% of Americans have become victims by clicking or 
responding. Perhaps some of the reason could be that email usage is now dominated by impatient 
mobile phone users with smaller screens! World-wide, 55% of all e-mails were sent via mobile divices. 
 
Marketwatch reports that some people are sticking with or switching back to flip phones. Research 
shows  flips discourage instant responses, make it easier to avoid news headlines and social-media 
chatter, and are less distracting allowing users to get work done. 

 
Spring has Sprung! 
Now when I drive into my chiroprator’s parking lot, I smile at the sight of the returning magnificent pair 
if sandhill cranes.  They have returned to nest in his yard for several years. Another pair of sandhills has 
chosen the vernal pond behind our house and there are several more couples in the prairie next door 
and the corn field across the road.  All of those sites are near wetlands or marshy areas.  Sandhills have 
expanded their nesting areas and, except for a few subspecies, are not on the endangered list, but loss 
of habitat still can be a potential in the future. Their size, jumping antics and distinctive coloring make 
them a delight to watch, although their loud unison call is not a favorite of mine early in the morning! I 
do like to watch them run on the water, take-off and soar just over the tree tops. 
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Spring Also Means “Musical”:  
It’s time for another play by West Bend 

Children’s Theatre!  This year we are presenting 

“Alice In Wonderland” and I am Tweedle Dum!  

My friend, Barb, a retired RN, is Tweedle Dee. If 

you have the inclination, come and see us sing 

and dance at one of our 7 performanes at the 

West Bend High School Silver Lining Theater 

April 11, 12, 13.  We expect about 4000 children 

during the 6 daytime shows! The entire Liberty 

staff will be going to the Wednesday, April 11,  

12:45 p.m. production.  Join them or come at 7 

p.m. on Friday 13th.   

 

HAVE A BLOOMING GREAT SPRING! 

https://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Sandhill_Crane/lifehistory
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iVEmpdMU_d8
http://www.wbchildrenstheatre.com/
http://www.wbchildrenstheatre.com/
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjf28Tou4DaAhULslQKHbC-CxYQjRx6BAgAEAU&url=http://madisonaudubon.org/news/&psig=AOvVaw19p5kGlLAqUmdJQppGyVIm&ust=1521826472723812

