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Fialkow Financial Planning offers hourly
based, as-needed, financial planning and
advice as an alternative to traditional
commission or percentage based fee
approaches. I believe hourly-based fees
are the most objective and prudent way to
provide financial advice and mitigate
conflicts of interest.

My clients retain control of their assets
while I assist them in making sound
financial decisions by providing advice
based on their unique circumstances and
desired outcomes.

To find out more, please visit my website
which includes information on how to
schedule a no obligation consultation to
determine if my services are a good fit for
your financial planning needs.

Should you have questions on any of the
topics in this newsletter, please don't
hesitate to contact me, I would enjoy
hearing from you!

Best regards,

Ira

The opportunity to acquire
company stock — inside or
outside a workplace
retirement plan — can be a
lucrative employee benefit.
But having too much of your
retirement plan assets or
net worth concentrated in

your employer's stock could become a problem
if the company or sector hits hard times and the
stock price plummets.

Buying shares of any individual stock carries
risks specific to that company or industry. A
shift in market forces, regulation, technology,
competition — even mismanagement, scandals,
and other unexpected events — could damage
the value of the business. Worst case, the stock
price may never recover. Adding to this risk,
employees who own shares of company stock
depend on the same company for their income
and benefits.

Time for a concentration checkup?
The possibility of heavy losses from having a
large portion of portfolio holdings in one
investment, asset class, or market segment is
known as concentration risk. With company
stock, this risk can build up gradually.

An employee's compensation could include
stock options or bonuses paid in company
stock. Shares may be offered at a small
discount through an employee stock purchase
plan, where they are typically purchased
through payroll deductions and held in a
taxable account. Company stock might also be
one of the investment options in the employer's
tax-deferred 401(k) plan, and some employers
may match contributions with company stock
instead of cash.

Investors who build large positions in company
stock may not be paying attention to the
concentration level in their portfolios, or they
could simply be ignoring the risk, possibly
because they are overly optimistic about their
employer's future. Retirement plan participants
might choose familiar company stock over more
diversified funds because they believe they
know more about their employer than about the
other investment options.

What can you do to help manage
concentration risk?
Look closely at your holdings. What
percentage of your total assets does company
stock represent? There are no set guidelines,
but holding more than 10% to 15% of your
assets in company stock could upend your
retirement plan and your overall financial
picture if the stock suddenly declines in value.

If you work for a big company, you may also
own shares of diversified mutual funds or
exchange-traded funds that hold large positions
in your employer's stock or the stock of
companies in the same industry.

Formulate a plan for diversifying your
assets. This may involve liquidating company
shares systematically or possibly right after
they become vested. However, it's important to
consider the rules, restrictions, and timeframes
for liquidating company stock, as well as any
possible tax consequences.

For example, special net unrealized
appreciation (NUA) rules may apply if you sell
appreciated company stock in a taxable
account, but not if you sell stock inside your
401(k) account and reinvest in other plan
options, or if you roll the stock over to an IRA.
You could miss out on potential tax savings,
because future distributions would generally be
taxed at higher ordinary income tax rates.

An appropriate allocation of company stock will
largely depend on your goals, risk tolerance,
and time horizon — factors you may want to
review with a financial professional. It may also
be helpful to seek an impartial assessment of
your company's potential as you weigh
additional stock purchases and make decisions
about keeping or selling shares you already
own.

All investments are subject to market
fluctuation, risk, and loss of principal. When
sold, investments may be worth more or less
than their original cost. Diversification is a
method used to help manage investment risk; it
does not guarantee a profit or protect against
investment loss.
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Examining the Taxpaying Population: Where Do You Fit In?
Every quarter, the Statistics of Income Division
of the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) publishes
financial statistics obtained from tax and
information returns that have been filed with the
federal government. Recently published reports
reflect data gleaned from 2014 individual
federal income tax returns. These reports offer
a snapshot of how the U.S. population breaks
down as taxpayers.

The big picture
For tax year 2014, U.S. taxpayers filed roughly
139.6 million individual income tax returns.1
Total adjusted gross income reported on these
tax returns was $9.71 trillion, resulting in a total
income tax of $1.37 trillion. That works out to
an overall average tax rate of 14.16% for all
returns filed — the highest total average rate in
the 10-year period represented by the statistical
report.

If your 2014 AGI was $38,173 or more, you
were in the top 50% of all federal income tax
filers based on AGI. This group accounted for
88.7% of all AGI reported and paid 97.3% of
total federal income tax for the year.

A look at the top
How much AGI did it take to make the top 10%
of all individual filers? Probably not as much as
you might think. If your AGI was $133,445 or
greater, you would have been one of the almost
14 million filers making up the top 10%. This
group reported about $4.58 trillion in AGI (more
than 47% of all AGI reported) and accounted
for about 70.9% of total individual income tax
for the year.

To make the top 5%, you would have needed
$188,996 or more in AGI. You would have been
among approximately 7 million filers who
reported almost $3.5 trillion in total AGI and
accounted for about 60% of total income taxes
paid.

It's also worth noting that the top 3% of all 2014
individual income tax returns based on AGI
accounted for 52.9% of total income tax paid for
the year.

The very, very top
For the 2014 tax year, 1.4 million returns had
an AGI of $465,626 or more. These taxpayers
make up the top 1% of filers, reporting almost
$2 trillion in total AGI and responsible for just
under a 40% share of the total tax haul.

The 1,396 income tax returns that showed
$56,981,718 or more in AGI make up the top
0.001% (that's the top one-thousandth of 1%) of
2014 filers. These filers together reported over
$207 billion in AGI and paid over 3.6% of taxes.

Not all high-income returns showed tax
Of the 6.2 million income tax returns filed for
2014 with an AGI of $200,000 or more, 10,905
showed no U.S. income tax liability (the number
drops to 3,927 if you eliminate returns filed by
individuals who were responsible for income
taxes to foreign governments and had no U.S.
income tax because of a credit for such taxes
paid).

Why did these high-income returns show no
U.S. tax liability? The IRS report noted that
these returns show no tax for a variety of
reasons, including tax credits and deductions,
most notably miscellaneous deductions and
deductions for charitable contributions, medical
and dental expenses, and investment interest
expenses. A significant secondary factor was
the deduction for taxes paid.

Average tax rates
Dividing total tax paid by total AGI yields the
following average federal income tax rates for
the 2014 tax year:

Top Filers
(by
Percentile)

AGI
Threshold

Average Tax
Rate

0.001% $56,981,718 24.01%

0.01% $11,407,987 25.92%

0.1% $2,136,762 27.67%

1% $465,626 27.16%

5% $188,996 23.61%

10% $133,445 21.25%

20% $90,606 18.64%

30% $66,868 17.19%

40% $50,083 16.24%

50% $38,173 15.52%

1 Excludes returns filed by dependents; based on
final estimates for tax year 2014 reported in Spring
2017 Statistics of Income Bulletin

Sources for data: IRS
Statistics of Income
Bulletins, Spring 2017 and
Summer 2017, Washington,
D.C., irs.gov/statistics

What is adjusted gross
income (AGI)?

Adjusted gross income, or AGI,
is basically total income less
adjustments for certain items,
such as deductible
contributions made to an IRA,
alimony paid, and qualified
student loan interest paid.
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Five Common Financial Aid Myths
With some private colleges now crossing the
once unthinkable $70,000-per-year mark in the
2017/2018 school year, and higher costs at
public colleges, too, financial aid is essential for
many families. How much do you know about
this important piece of the college financing
puzzle? Consider these financial aid myths.

1. My child won't qualify for aid because
we make too much money
Not necessarily. While it's true that family
income is the main factor in determining aid
eligibility, it's not the only factor. The number of
children you'll have in college at the same time
is a significant factor — for example, having two
children in college will cut your expected family
contribution (EFC) in half. Your assets, overall
family size, and age of the older parent also
play into the equation.

Side note: Even if you think your child won't
qualify for aid, you should still consider filing the
government's Free Application for Federal
Student Aid (FAFSA) for two reasons. First, all
students — regardless of income — who attend
school at least half-time are eligible for
unsubsidized federal Direct Loans, and the
FAFSA is a prerequisite for these loans.
("Unsubsidized" means the student pays the
interest during college, the grace period, and
any loan deferment periods.) So if you want
your child to have some "skin in the game" by
taking on a small student loan, you'll need to file
the FAFSA. Second, the FAFSA is always a
prerequisite for college need-based aid and is
sometimes a prerequisite for college
merit-based aid. Bottom line? It's usually a
good idea to file this form.

2. The form is too hard to fill out
Not really. Years ago, the FAFSA was
cumbersome to fill out. But now that it's online
at fafsa.ed.gov, it is much easier to complete.
The online version has detailed instructions and
guides you step by step. There is also a
toll-free number you can call with questions:
1-800-4-FED-AID. All advice is free. In addition,
a recent change has made the FAFSA even
easer to fill out: The FASFA now relies on your
tax information from two years prior rather than
one year prior (referred to as the "prior-prior
year" or the "base year"). For example, the
2017/2018 FAFSA relies on your 2015 tax
information, the 2018/2019 FAFSA relies on
your 2016 tax information, and so on. This
means that your necessary tax numbers will be
handy as you answer questions on the FAFSA.
The first time you file the FAFSA, you and your
child will need to create an FSA ID, which
consists of a username and password.

Side note: The CSS/Financial Aid PROFILE, an
additional aid form required by most private
colleges, is more detailed than the FAFSA and
thus harder to fill out. It essentially takes a
financial snapshot of your family's past year,
current year, and upcoming year (it asks for
estimates for the latter).

3. If my child applies to a more
expensive school, we'll get more aid
Not necessarily. Colleges determine your EFC
based on the income and asset information you
provide on the FAFSA and, where applicable,
the CSS PROFILE. Your EFC stays the same
no matter what college your child applies to.
The difference between the cost of a particular
college and your EFC equals your child's
financial need (sometimes referred to as
"demonstrated need"). The more expensive a
college is, the greater your child's financial
need. But a greater financial need doesn't
automatically translate into a bigger financial
aid package — colleges aren't obligated to meet
100% of your child's financial need.

Side note: When making a college list, your
child can research a particular college's
generosity, including whether it meets 100% of
demonstrated need and if it replaces federal
loan awards with college grants in its aid
packages.

4. We own our home, so my child won't
qualify for aid
The FAFSA does not take home equity into
account when determining a family's expected
family contribution (it also does not consider the
value of retirement accounts, cash value life
insurance, and annuities).

Side note: The CSS PROFILE does collect
home equity and vacation home information,
and some colleges may use it when distributing
their own institutional aid.

5. I lost my job after I submitted aid
forms, but there's nothing I can do now
Not true. If your financial circumstances change
after you file the FAFSA — and you can support
this with documentation — you can politely ask
the financial aid officer at your child's school to
revisit your aid package; the officer has the
authority to make adjustments if there have
been material changes to your family's income
or assets.

Side note: A blanket statement of "I can't afford
my family contribution" is unlikely to be
successful unless it is accompanied by a
significant changed circumstance that affects
your ability to pay.

Net price calculators

Net price calculators, available
on all college websites, provide
families with an advance
estimate of what their "net"
price will be at a particular
college based on their income,
assets, and personal family
information. The net price is
the price after grants and
scholarships are factored in.
This figure gives families a
much better idea of the real
cost of a particular college so
they can make well-informed
financial decisions.
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IMPORTANT DISCLOSURES

Ira Fialkow is an investment
advisor representative of and
offers investment advisory
services through Garrett
Investment Advisors, LLC, a
fee-only SEC registered
investment advisor. 103 E. Van
Buren, #357, Eureka Springs,
AR, 72632. TEL: (910) FEE-ONLY
[333-6659].

If I donate used property to charity, what
documentation is needed?
The documentation needed to
obtain a federal income tax
deduction for donating used
property to a charity typically

depends on the value of the property. In
general, do not attach the documentation to
your income tax return. Keep the records so
that you can provide them to the IRS if
requested to do so.

If you claim a deduction of less than $250, you
must have a receipt from the charitable
organization (a letter acknowledging your
contribution will suffice) that shows the name of
the organization, the date and location of your
contribution, and a reasonably detailed
description of the property. You must also have
a record of the fair market value (FMV) of the
property (and how you determined it) at the
time of the contribution.

If you claim a charitable deduction for $250 or
more, you must substantiate the contribution
with a contemporaneous written
acknowledgment of the contribution from the
charity. The acknowledgment must contain the
name of the charity and a reasonably detailed
description of the property. The

acknowledgment must also include either (1) a
statement that no goods and services were
provided by the charity in return for the
contribution, (2) a good-faith estimate of the
value of such goods and services (these reduce
the amount of the charitable deduction), or (3) a
statement that the goods and services were
token benefits or consisted entirely of
insubstantial membership benefits or intangible
religious benefits.

If the value of the contribution is over $500,
your records must also include how you
acquired the property (e.g., purchase, gift,
inheritance, or exchange), when you obtained
the property, and the cost or other basis of the
property (including any adjustments).

If you claim a deduction of over $5,000 for a
noncash charitable contribution of one item or a
group of similar items, you must also obtain a
qualified written appraisal of the donated
property from a qualified appraiser.

If the amount of your deduction for all noncash
contributions is more than $500, you must file
IRS Form 8283 with your federal income tax
return.

Is the Social Security Administration still mailing Social
Security Statements?
Your Social Security
Statement provides important
information about your Social
Security record and future

benefits. For several years, the Social Security
Administration (SSA) mailed these statements
every five years to people starting at age 25,
but due to budgetary concerns, the SSA has
stopped mailing Social Security Statements to
individuals under age 60.

Workers age 60 and over who aren't receiving
Social Security benefits will still receive paper
statements in the mail, unless they opt to sign
up for online statements instead. If you're age
60 or older, you should receive your statement
every year, about three months before your
birthday. The SSA will mail statements upon
request to individuals under age 60.

However, the quickest way to get a copy of
your Social Security Statement is to sign up for
a my Social Security account at the SSA
website, ssa.gov. Once you've signed

up, you'll have immediate access to your
statement, which you can view, download, or
print. Statement information generally includes
a projection of your retirement benefits at age
62, at full retirement age (66 to 67), and at age
70; projections of disability and survivor
benefits; a detailed record of your earnings; and
other information about the Social Security
program.

The SSA has recently begun using a two-step
identification method to help protect my Social
Security accounts from unauthorized use and
potential identity fraud. If you've never
registered for an online account or haven't
attempted to log in to yours since this change,
you will be prompted to add either your cell
phone or email address as a second
identification method. Every time you enter your
account username and password, you will then
be prompted to request a unique security code
via the identification method you've chosen,
and you need to enter that code to complete
the log-in process.
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