
Recipe Corner:
Irish Beef &  
Guinness Stew
Page 10

Sacrament:  
What is Baptism?
Page 6

INSIDE 
THIS EDITION

THE LEONARD 
FAMILY: PRAYER  
AND STRENGTH

 PHOTOS BY CHARLES MILLER | PAGE 8

Central & South Brevard
parish neighbors

february 2024



8 Central & South Brevard Parish Neighbors February 2024 9

PARISHIONER FEATURE

THE LEONARD FAMILY:
PRAYER AND STRENGTH

By Diane Baumbach | Photos provided by Charles Miller and the Leonard family

Jeff and Julie Leonard have been members of Ascension 
Parish since 1998. They note that they have long time 
friendships and support from the Parish, which mirrors 

their Catholic Christian beliefs.
Jeff states that he began attending Mass at St. Matthews 

Parish in Dorchester, Massachusetts when he was 5. He shared, 
“At a young age I came to appreciate the fellowship provided by 
fellow parishioners. This has continued throughout my life.”

Julie was raised in an Assembly of God church, which she 
attended 3 times a week. Faith and God have always been a 
part of her life. There are many Ministers in her family. Her 
Paternal Uncle, two cousins, her Maternal Great Grandfather, 
and Great Uncle are all Ministers. She began working right out 
of school for an insurance company and transferred to Miami.

Jeff attended Boston College for 3 years, then transferred to 
the University of Texas, where he earned a bachelor’s degree in 
Computer Science, with a minor in Mathematics. He worked 
in Dallas, Texas, and New Jersey, before moving to Miami. He 
shared that “While going to Boston College, I was challenged 
with limited monies. So, I worked my way through college. 
These were sobering times, as my time became constrained by 
work and school. My social life was limited to whatever I could 

do for little or no money.” Perhaps this struggle led him to 
his career choice. He and Julie formed their current business, 
Leonard Financial Group, in 2007. They work together and 
are very proud to be able to help people work toward their 
financial goals.

 The couple met in 1989 at work in Miami. Jeff stated that 
when he first met Julie, he realized that she was special and 
came from a very loving and spiritual family.  Their first date 
was November 1989, and they were married in May of 1990. All 
of Julie’s family was in California, so they held their wedding 
there, with her Paternal Uncle performing the ceremony.

Although she was not Catholic, Julie agreed with Jeff’s desire 
that their children attend Catholic schools.

The couple lived in Davie, FL and attended a Catholic 
Church near their home. They eventually moved to Brevard 
County and became members of Ascension Parish. They were 
remarried on their 22nd wedding anniversary by Father Tobin. 
Their children and family were present. This was something 
they both felt was important. Julie shared that, “Fr. Tobin had 
always made me feel welcome and comfortable at the church 
and encouraged my embracing the Catholic Faith. We attended 
Pre-Cana classes and had only one answer different from each 

other on the compatibility test. I wore my 
original wedding dress as a surprise for 
Jeff. This was all a wonderful experience, 
and everyone should consider getting 
remarried again after 20 years of 
marriage!” Julie enjoys golf, tennis, and 
hiking out west in Idaho, where she 
spent her summers growing up. Jeff 
likes to experience the outdoors, fishing, 
hunting, hiking, and golf- all activities 
that help him appreciate the blessings in 
his life and God’s wonderful creations. 
He is an avid Red Sox, Patriots and Bruins fan.

They both volunteer with the Social Concerns ministry and 
make sure to provide Thanksgiving meals to 10 families each year.

They have two grown children, Hope, age 26 and James, 
age 22. Both attended Ascension Catholic School. Hope has 
multiple degrees and is currently seeking her PhD from Florida 
Institute of Technology. She works with the Brevard Zoo on 
the Lagoon Restoration Project. James continues his education 
while working full time for his uncle at Raintree Pest Control. 
His goal is to buy his uncle’s business and be self-employed.

The family has had many pets over the years, and currently 
have Lucy, a Goldendoodle.

Jeff states that his favorite Bible verse is Philippians 4:13 “I 
can do all this through Him who gives me strength.” At dinner 
we say grace and finish with these words, “Lord, please give 

us all the strength, courage and wisdom 
to make the right decisions in our life 
every day.”

Julie’s favorite Bible verse is John 3:16. 
“For God so loved the world, that he gave 
his only Son, that whoever believes in 
him should not perish but have eternal 
life.” This reminds her to be thankful for 
all the blessings she has.

When asked how their Faith has 
played a role in their lives, Julie shared 
that when she was 31, her father passed 

away. She had just had their first child. When her father told 
her he was sick, “My first call was to request prayer. My father 
did pass within 3 months and it was only through prayer and 
God’s grace that I was able to let go and to begin to understand 
that my father’s time on earth was done, he was with Our Lord.”

The couple stated that, “We pray for all of our family, friends 
and clients, that they will experience good health, happiness 
and we wish them the very best life has to offer. We seek God’s 
grace and always acknowledge our blessings.”

Do you know a fellow parish member who has a story to 
share? Nominate someone you’d like to see featured in one 
of our upcoming issues! Contact Patrick Neve at  
pneve@decidedexcellence.com.
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